
 

 

 University of Groningen

Catalytic promiscuity of a proline-based tautomerase
Rahimi, Mehran

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2016

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Rahimi, M. (2016). Catalytic promiscuity of a proline-based tautomerase: Aldolase activities and enzyme
redesign. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/2b47d387-d774-4b97-b3cc-9dfd19574435


Acknowledgments

I would never have been able to finish my dissertation without the guidance of my
supervisor, help from friends, and support from my family. Here, I would like to take
the opportunity to acknowledge those who have been supportive in completion of my
PhD journey.

First of all, I would like to express my sincere thanks to my promoter Prof. Dr. Gerrit
Poelarends for offering me a job and giving me the opportunity to work in his research
group. Gerrit, your constant support, guidance and valuable suggestions have been ex-
tremely helpful in completion of this thesis. I have been always amazed by your passion,
enthusiasm and great motivation for science. I never forget our first meeting at the De-
partment of Pharmaceutical Biology in November 2009 when I was surprised by ”a real
scientist who definitely loves his research path and he explains the ongoing projects in
his group with full of passion”. Thank you again for your continuous help throughout
my PhD.

I would like to thank Prof. Dr. Wim Quax for providing me the opportunity to work
at the Dept. of Pharmaceutical Biology and also for his suggestions and remarks during
group meetings.

I am deeply grateful to Dr. Edzard Geertsema for teaching me Organic Chemistry
and for his continuous support during my PhD, and I believe without his help this work
would not have been possible. Edzard, I have learned a lot from you and you were not
only a great teacher, you were a very nice friend as well. I am very thankful for all your
supports during these years.

I would like to thank the members of the reading committee, Prof. Dr. Marco Fraaije,
Prof. Dr. Anna Hirsch and Prof. Dr. Willem van Berkel for spending time in reading and
approving my thesis.

I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to my dear friends Harsh
and Yufeng.

Yufeng, for sure one of the most enjoyable moment that I had in Groningen was the
time that I spent with you and your family. Thank to you and Fumi for warm hospitabil-
ity. It was so amazing to play with your lovely kids, Yuki and Miyu. No words can
describe how grateful I am for your support and help during my entire PhD.

Harsh, you are the most positive and optimistic person I have ever met. I think that
was the reason whenever I encountered difficulties I was sharing them with you. Thanks



Acknowledgments

for always being there, patiently listening to me and being very supportive and always
offering the best advice.

I would like to thank to Jan Ytzen for his great contribution to this dissertation. Jan
Ytzen, I appreciate your hard work and dedication to science. Thanks also for inviting
me to the frisbee competition to play as one of your teammates.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to Hans Raj. Thanks for
keeping the atmosphere of our room lively and joyful. I would like to thank to lovely,
wonderful and very helpful technicians of Pharmaceutical Biology Department: Rita,
Ronald and Pieter. Ronald and Pieter, I am very thankful for all your supports and helps
and for always being ready to answer my questions. Dear Rita, I greatly appreciate your
kindness and I am very thankful for all your supports and being always ready to help
PhD students including me. I believe it would be the best chance for every PhD student
to have an assistant like you.

I also would like to thank the students who have contributed to some of the work
described in this thesis: Thea, Bimal and Pim. Thea, I learned a lot by supervising your
master thesis and I enjoyed so much the time that you worked in our department. I
appreciate your passion for science and I am also very thankful for the time that you
spend to explain your current project to me.

Bimal, I was really amazed by your motivation and high quality of work you did for
your master thesis. I wish you all the best with your future career.

Pim, thanks for your contribution to this dissertation and I wish you all the best with
your future career.

I would like to thank to the former and current colleagues at the department of Phar-
maceutical Biology, Vinod, Ellen, Anna, Gudrun, Pol, Elena, Luis, Carlos, Remco, Mar-
ianna and Jandre, Bert-Jan , Robert, Dan, Emanuele, Ingrid, Ingy, Linda, Putri, Christel,
Jielin, Zainel, Tjie Kok, Baojie, Zheng (Brenda) and Magdalena. I enjoyed all the time
that I spent with you during group meetings, lunch time and social activities specifically
the lab outing days, and thank you all for bringing me lots of joy every day.

I express my sincere thanks to kind and very helpful secretaries of Pharmaceutical
Biology Department, Ivon and Janita. Thank you both for helping me with lots of paper
works and formalities.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to my Iranian friends Mehdi and Aida
and your lovely son Radin, Davood (thank you very much for your wonderful job on
designing the layout of this thesis) and Zohreh and lovely Elman, Yazdan and Marziyeh
and saman jan, Hesam and Zahra, Omid and Soosan, Fareeba and Matthijs, Reza and
Paria, Morteza and Elham, Laaya, Solmaz, Samaneh, Narges, Ahmad and Mohammad.
Thank you for all that happy time and for wonderful memories.

Farhad, doost va ostad e aziz va geramiam, words cannot describe how grateful I am
towards your kindness and your continuous support and help. I have learned a lot from
you va omidvaram yek rooz betavanam dar kenare shoma faaliat e elmiam ra edameh
bedaham.

146



Acknowledgments

My special thanks to Anneke and Dick (rest in peace) for being always so kind to all
Iranian students and for bringing lots of joy and happiness to our community. Dick, you
will always be in my heart and always remembered.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank to my dear friends Soumen and Sutri,
Kushi and Hande.

Last but not least, I would like to express my deepest thanks to my family. I am
really grateful to my mother, my brothers Masoud and Mohammad, my sister Maryam,
and my wife Fatemeh, my father in law, my mother in law and my sisters in law for their
unconditional supports, love and giving me the motivation to follow my own journey.

Mehran
29th of March 2016

147


