
 

 

 University of Groningen

Genetics of reproductive behaviour in Nasonia
Giesbers, Martina Christina Wilhelmina Gerarda

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2016

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Giesbers, M. C. W. G. (2016). Genetics of reproductive behaviour in Nasonia. [Thesis fully internal (DIV),
University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/7654f796-445d-4852-9eaa-1a4970e0d916


HAPTE 

CHAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

 

150 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

“Fairy tales are more than true: not because they tell us that dragons exists, but because 
they tell us that dragons can be beaten” – Neil Gaiman, Coraline. 

 

This PhD trajectory has been quite the journey, with both beautiful views and some 
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hosts in two, manipulate the Nasonia pupae inside and glue them back together 
(this worked!); putting the Nasonia pupae in transparent pill casings to see what 
goes on inside the host (this didn’t work...). I remember being very happy when we 
made the decision to subject the wasps to a light/dark regime. After spending 
several nights in the lab, I was starting to regret studying within-host-mating. But 
luckily the introduction of darkness helped and from then on the wasps “woke up” 
at a decent time. Leo, thank you for introducing me to these lovely creatures we 
call Nasonia, and for sharing your insights into evolution and genetics. Your 
support, especially during the final stages of the trajectory, have made sure I set 
my mind towards finishing this. Louis, for always managing to make things feel 
less heavy, and for your input – even though I did not always appreciate it, it has 
certainly helped. Bart, I really missed you after your left for Wageningen. We had 
great discussions in the lab, which were very inspirational. The trips I made to 
Wageningen were very helpful, so was your encouragement during the final 
writing stages. 

 I enjoy teaching a lot and over the years I was lucky to have had many students 
working with me. I want to thank all the EGR students for helping with my 
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experiments, their results got me interested in studying male mate choice, but 
unfortunately I did not have time to do this. I was lucky enough to have some great 
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you for all your help in the molecular lab. You have genotyped so many individuals, 
and were always very eager to understand what was going on in these tiny wasps. 
Your enthusiasm was contagious! Saskia, unfortunately the QTL experiment we 
envisioned to study the genetics of within-host-mating proved too much of a 
challenge, as we could not get the set-up right. However, your results were very 
useful in the WHM chapter. Bas and Casper, thank you for accompanying me and 
Silvia on our fieldwork trip in USA, and for all the hard work collecting our 
precious wasps! To our colleagues in the USA, for making us feel welcome and 
letting us use their nest boxes to collect Nasonia. Special thanks to Robert and Amy, 
for showing us what real American hospitality is and for letting us stay in your 
lovely home. 

 Of course, I cannot forget to thank my wonderful colleagues friends in the 
Evolutionary Genetics group. Besides work, I want to thank you for all the fun lab 
outings, borrels, movie nights, board game nights and everything else I might have 
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best sparring partner in Kim. Thank you so much for that! Also, for help with 
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support. Thank you! Bregje, your wise words have always found its way to me. 
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incredible support during the final writing stages which I must admit have been 
the toughest part of this journey. 

 I’d also like to thank the members of the reading committee, Franjo Weissing, 
David Shuker and Joachim Ruther, as well as the members of the defence 
committee for their time and interest in reading this thesis.  

 Silvia, my dear paranymph, I cannot believe it’s been so long ago that we started 
this journey! Our times in the lab are very dear to me, whether we were making 
fun, discussing life things, or “doing the wasps”. Our trip to the US has left me with 
so many great memories (tornado, snakes, waterfalls, the big green lady), but it 
also changed me more than you probably realise (though I still don’t dare to open 
nest boxes :P ). I will never forget the great times we had! You were always there 
for me and I will always treasure our friendship.  

 Anna, I knew I could always count on you, both in the lab and out. Our long 
chats in the lab made the work much more enjoyable. Thank you for your help and 
support and for being my paranymph. We have to continue our walks during 
lunch, they are very dear to me! 

 I want to thank my friends for their support, but mostly for providing the 
necessary distractions of playing games and chatting. Also, thanks to my miniature 
painting friends. This great network of people sharing a wonderful hobby proved 
that painting is not only incredibly inspiring, but also a great way to clear your 
mind. 

 Natuurlijk is mijn dankwoord niet compleet zonder mijn familie te danken voor 
alle steun en interesse. Geweldig dat ik deze mooie dag met jullie kan delen! Pap 
en mam, zonder jullie was dit zeker niet gelukt. Jullie lieve woorden en duwtjes 
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niet!! 
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