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Propositions accompanying the PhD thesis: 

Genetics of Reproductive Behaviour in Nasonia 

Maartje Giesbers 

 

1. The degrees of premating isolation in the Nasonia genus are generally consistent with 
the divergence time between the species. (This thesis, Chapter 2) 

2. As there is substantial genetic variation for interspecific mate discrimination in N. 
vitripennis, selection on this trait is not complete. (This thesis, Chapter 3) 

3. Interspecific mate discrimination and intraspecific mate discrimination in N. 
vitripennis are not independent traits. (This thesis, Chapter 3) 

4. The evolution of a few dominant alleles for interspecific mate discrimination may 
have facilitated the apparent recent emergence of N. oneida - from a common ancestor 
with N. giraulti. (This thesis, Chapter 4) 

5. As superparasitization occurs frequently in nature, within-host-mating is not an 
effective barrier to prevent mating between N. giraulti females and N. vitripennis males. 
(This thesis, Chapter 5) [contra Drapeau & Werren, 1999, Evol. Ecol. Res 2: 223-234; Leonard and 
Boake, 2006, Anim. Behav. 71: 641-647]   

6. Speciation may be less of a continuous process in which one isolating mechanism 
initiates and completes reproductive isolation, but rather a process involving the 
accumulation, or replacement, of novel isolating mechanisms and traits during and 
after the speciation process. (after Arbuthnott, 2009, Heredity 103: 15-22) 

7. A world without contrasts can be colourful, but it will still be a boring place. 

8. The need to say something, without having something to say, only makes things 
unnecessarily complicated. (after John Dewey) 

9. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes, these happy accidents pave an excellent road to 
originality. (after Ken Robinson & Bob Ross) 

10. Perhaps those who are best suited to power are those who have never sought it. (Albus 
Dumbledore, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows) 


