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Daniela Schmitter (maiden name Daniela Trinks) was born on July 7th, 1979 in Frankenberg 
Germany, where she graduated from high school (Abitur) in 1998. She moved to Jena, 
Germany at the age of 19 to study Medical Engineering and Biotechnology at the Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences in Jena. As part of her studies she came to Basel, Switzerland 
in September 2001 for a 6 months traineeship at Novartis Pharma AG. From September 
2002 until May 2003 she worked as Diploma student at the Friedrich Miescher Institute 
in Basel at the Epigenetics laboratory of Professor Thomas Hohn. During this time she 
gained her first scientific experiences on the subject of RNAi in a plant model system. 
Her diploma work led to two publications in peer review journals. After graduating as 
biomedical engineer in July 2003, she took over a position as Laboratory Expert within 
the oncology unit of Novartis Institute for Biomedical Research Basel. Based on the per-
suasive request of Professor Witold Filipowicz, she returned to the Friedrich Miescher 
Institute in August 2004 and continued with epigenetic studies of RNAi in mammals as 
a PhD student. Despite the dedication and interest in working as fundamental scientist 
she desired to move into more clinically applied sciences and accepted an offer as Clini-
cal Research Associate in a mid-size CRO in Allschwil, Switzerland in 2006. Since 2010 she 
is employed as Project Manager for Momentum Research, Inc., a US based Consulting 
and Management Company specialized in the conduct of cardiovascular clinical trials. 
As Western European Project Manager in various Phase II and III clinical heart failure 
trials, she has a working collaboration with Professor Adriaan Voors since more than 5 
years. Many scientific discussions and the fortunate circumstance that Professor Voors 
became involved in the RNAi based ARENA project sponsored by the Dutch Heart Foun-
dation provided the occasion in May 2012 to become part of a team studying circulating 
microRNAs in Acute Heart Failure patients. With the support of Professor Voors, Dr. Peter 
van der Meer and a great scientific team in Groningen, her collaboration and intellectual 
contribution resulted in the opportunity to enrol as PhD student at the University of 
Groningen. Next to her position as Project Manager in Switzerland she expanded her 
scientific knowledge and analytical skills and combined previous RNAi research find-
ings with published results from the scientific projects conducted as PhD student in 
Groningen into this thesis. She aims to defend her thesis in June 2016.




