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What does getting a PhD mean? Undoubtedly, for most people who take this seriously and 

work hard for this degree, it is a milestone and a significant event of life. To me, it is more 

than that. These years I spent in Groningen for my PhD, when I look back now, is life-

changing. Therefore, all my gratitude will have to trace years back, and as a result, I 

probably won’t be able to mention everyone who ever played an important role here and 

there during the whole journey. “Please forgive me and believe that I never forget you” 

thus becomes my unorthodox beginning of the acknowledgement. 

The whole journey probably started with an email addressing to Ton to express my desire 

to do my PhD on maternal hormones. That email itself did not give me a position. Actually, 

it had to wait about one more year until I got the scholarship of overseas study from my 

home country. But that’s how it started. Since then, or more specifically, Ton, to your 

awareness or not, you just became an important person in my life. Deep in my mind, I 

know that you took a big risk of accepting me. Even though I brought my own funding, my 

CV and past experience did not contain objective facts to prove that I can be a successful 

PhD student. Although to be honest I cannot help but complain about your full schedule 

from now and then, I always know how greatly your scientific scope and thinking have 

moulded my research skill in a bigger framework. From every meeting with you, I 

gradually learned how to identify important questions from current-existing knowledge, 

how to form the key and researchable hypothesis for practical experiments, and how to 

trim off unnecessary twigs during analysis and discussion. You always provide concrete 

reasons about do and don’t, instead of using your superiority to persuade me. This is 

perhaps simply the matter of culture, but this is how we PhD students learn things from 

supervisors and thus so essential. I am so grateful and thrilled that in this significant stage 

of my life, I have you as my supervisor. 

Funded by a governmental scholarship, my home country, Taiwan, also plays an 

indispensable role to bring me here. Unlike other scholarship awardees who might 

actually have other funding, this scholarship was the only thing I had. Without it, I would 

never possibly be able to come to Groningen and start my PhD. This scholarship literally 

has changed my life. The best way for me to express my gratitude to my home country, 

especially to thank for the scholarship that has changed my life, is probably to build up 

myself, become an international scientist and let the world see the great potential of 

Taiwanese people. Today happens to be the beginning of the next Taiwanese presidency. 

Taiwan, as a de facto independent country, still struggles in fighting for a de jure status as 

an independent sovereign state. The way ahead is still very long. Not only we cannot 

afford and tolerate another traitor occupying the leadership of our country, the 
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determination of all citizens to build our own country is the most crucial. Supporting the 

activity of establishing a whole new independent country representing Taiwanese people 

is thus a responsibility that our generation cannot avoid taking. We deserve it! Let’s get rid 

of all the historical bullshit and move on to have our own future! 

My family, in parallel with all external motives, is the strongest inner pillar to support my 

pursuit of dream. Despite being apart, thanks to the modern internet technology, we can 

still maintain contact in a regular basis with almost ignorable expenses. The two women, 

the only two in the world, who own irreplaceable positions in my heart, are my mother 

and my wife. Being so far away from home, it is probably more difficult to my mother than 

to me. And I am so sorry that in order to train myself as an outstanding international 

scientist, I will probably have to stay abroad for I-am-not-sure how many years. Mom, I 

love you, and please take care of yourself. Most of the supportive force I’ve got is from my 

beloved wife, Hsiao-Yin. Since we were married, we still haven’t had any single day of a 

true marriage life because of my situation. Only during either your or my holidays in the 

Netherlands or Taiwan, we get to have time together. Nevertheless, your unreserved 

support has given me the strongest peace ever that I never needed to worry if I would 

have failed you. I do worry a lot about your health and your poor kitchen skills, though. 

Please be faithful that we will have our home soon in the nearby future in an amazing and 

satisfying way long planned by our Heavenly Father. 

As a Christian, I rely so much on God’s grace and power to complete this part of journey. 

Getting a PhD is probably the end of the stage, but not the whole journey. I know that I 

will continuously need Your accompany every single day in the future. In the book 1 

Chronicles, chapter 4, verses 10, Jabez prayed to God, “Oh, that you would bless me and 

enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be 

free from pain.” Years earlier, Hsiao-Yin liked to pray with these prayers so much, for me 

and for us. Now, I can truly perceive that how large You have enlarged my territory. My 

scientific thinking has been broadened to a whole different level than that before I started 

the project. I have quite some exciting ideas that I would like to study and research in the 

future. Unlike before, I now can confidently feel that I do have some expertise with me. 

Oh, Lord, that is all because of you. Because of you, I came here. Because of you, I’ve met 

good people in the church, who still support me and pray for in any possible way. Dajo and 

Antonia in particular, your support has greatly helped me settled down in Groningen and 

passed through the inevitable tough time moving to a new city and having a totally 

different life. Margarete, I am so grateful for your constant prayers. And I also want to 

sincerely apologize that I have failed you without successfully maintaining our Bible study 

group after you went back to Germany. It is so marvellous that my next stop will be 

Finland, which you had spent great years there. I am so much looking forward to meeting 
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you again. And for all other dear friends from CCG, please forgive me for not listing your 

names; otherwise I am afraid that this acknowledgement will be way too long. God will be 

with you, and so is my prayer. In addition to Christian brothers and sisters here in 

Groningen, the prayers from all brothers and sisters in Taiwan have been a great power to 

strengthen me. I specially want to thank our pastor, Zi-Jun. We are like the out-going 

young who dedicate ourselves in our career to praise God. Pastor Zi-Jun, you are like the 

big brother who has been always there, holds the family, gives us peace, and lets us know 

there is always home to come back when we need.   

Being a Christian evolutionary biologist (what an interesting combination of roles, isn’t it?), 

my most intimate relationship with God is interestingly, asking a lot of questions every day 

about all kinds of controversial issues. God, as You have promised in the Bible, You indeed 

inspire me piece by piece every day. I am now quite certain that creationism is compatible 

with evolution, as long as we see evolution itself as a designed method of creation. This 

way, I see even more grace and blessings by God than those who wrongly think that 

evolution is against God. IT IS NOT! Of course, scientifically, this thought cannot be proven. 

But this is exactly why it is a belief; otherwise it will be a scientific fact. For this I feel that I 

receive a special calling as a Christian scientist, in particular Christian evolutionary 

biologist: living as a proof that science and religion can get along. After all, science cannot 

prove the existence of God, but cannot deny it, either. If people who have a religion do 

not refuse to accept scientific facts, there is no contradiction.  

In Nederland wonen geeft mij ook een onverwacht cadeautje: ik ben begonnen om me 

voor buitenlandse talen te interesseren. Ik interesseerde me eerder nooit voor andere 

talen, zelfs niet voor het Engels. Ik heb het Engels geleerd alleen want het is zo belangrijk 

als een vaardigheid in mijn beroep. Ik wilde eigenlijk het Nederlands niet leren tot ik in 

Nederland was aangekomen. Echter, Nederlands leren is een heel leuke afleiding voor mij 

geworden. Wat jammer dat zelfs nu ik nog geen simpel dagelijks gesprek kan. Roelie, erg 

bedankt dat jij niet alleen mij de sexing van vogels leert, maar ook mij helpt om het 

Nederlands te oefenen. Fros en Joke, van hartelijk dank jullie voor de cursus. Ik had dat zo 

veel genoten. 

For all colleagues, no matter you are now belonging to another group or not, you all form 

essential parts of my life. Although, to be honest, sharing a big office with about ten 

people is not very satisfying, you guys are all important pieces during my everyday life and 

research. As I have argued in this thesis that all egg substances together create the 

essential tiny environment for embryos to develop, so is the inter-individual relationship. 

If I were an embryo about to hatch, you guys are like all different egg substances that all 

matter during my development, although we do not know clearly how this complicated 
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inter-relationship works. All the students who ever participated in any part of my project, 

your dedication and contribution are also extremely crucial. I truly appreciate it. No 

matter where and what you are doing for your future, I wish that you will meet good 

mentors who can see your potentials and help you develop them. Life is too short to be 

wasted in pleasing people who cannot understand you or even belittle you.  

At last, I cannot enjoy my life here without these animals surrounding me, especially those 

pigeons in the aviary. It is true that the work was quite demanding during some 

experiments and sometimes made me feel that all I want is simply a free weekend. 

However, when no experiment was running, I still missed those downy yellowish squabs 

so much. You never knew that pigeon chicks are so ugly but in the end you still love them. 

Also, I cannot forget that feeling when one day I suddenly realized that I can estimate 

chick age within an error of about two days, simply by a glance on their appearance. This 

can only be taught by such an astonishing amount of time spent with pigeons. Beside the 

experimental animals, those free-living animals around are also adorable. Every year, the 

calls of oystercatchers kind of become a signal of spring. Ubiquitous blackbirds and 

starlings always make my days when you shake your stupid but cute heads walking on the 

grass. Unfortunately I still have not met a hedgehog or a fox, and the only amphibian I 

have ever come across was a common toad that somehow got itself in an aviary. These 

are probably the happy moments being a biologist. 

In the end, the gist of this thesis is to emphasize the importance of environment, 

especially in such an era of genomics. Come on, genome does not determine everything. 

This is true for human beings as well. All the people and situation we encounter, all the 

work we have done, will all together shape our life. I will certainly miss my days in 

Groningen. Actually I already do. Maybe, one day I will be back. 

 

20-5-2016, in Groningen, the Netherlands 
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