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Preface

This book marks the end of a period of study and time spent in Groningen. It was a
wonderful period of becoming familiar with theology, discovering the academic
world, developing myself, and enjoying the city. Without the help of various
people this book would not have turned out as it has. Therefore, I would like to
thank them.

First of all, I owe a debt of gratitude to my two supervisors Prof. Dr. Luco J.
van den Brom and Prof. Dr. Ed Noort for their trust, stimulating conversation,
suggestions and help. They inspired me and gave me the opportunity to combine
biblical studies with theological issues in one project. Ed Noort suggested the book
of Job for my masters thesis and in particular the role of Job 9 as its subject. That I
would dedicate several more years of study to this book was the last thing I
expected at the time.

I thank the reading committee (Prof. Dr. B.E.J.H. Becking, Prof. Dr. M. Sarot,
and Prof. Dr. E.J. van Wolde) for reading the manuscript.

My position as a PhD student was funded by the Theological Academic
Institute which recently merged into the Protestant Theological University. I would
like to thank the institute for this opportunity. The base for my research was the
Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies in Groningen. I thank the Faculty for its
hospitality and its staff for their constant cooperation.

I have such good memories of the coffee brakes, lunches, conversations, and
study groups with my fellow PhD students. Thank you for those good times which
were necessary ingredients for bringing this study to its conclusion.

David Toner did a great job of correcting my manuscripts in English. To him, I
am most grateful.

A project like writing a doctoral thesis is impossible without the support of
friends and family. I wish to thank them for their interest over the years, their
moral support and their presence at times when I needed it. Some of them also
offered me practical assistance. During the years I spent in Groningen and while
working on this book I have learned more about the value of true friendship.

Emke Jelmer Keulen
Heeg, May 2007




