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Stellingen 

Behorende bij het proefschrift: 

Economics of Stratified Medicine: Challenges and opportunities in adapting stratified 

medicine approaches to enhance patient access, population health, cost-effectiveness and 

return on investment 

1.   Reimbursement systems in many EU countries are not necessarily structured to reward  

      higher value, but higher priced, diagnostics (this thesis). 

 

2.   More integrated HTAs for pharmaceutical drugs and companion diagnostics are needed to 

      avoid inconsistencies in the value assessment of stratified medicine approaches, 

      accompanied by proper methods to address the multiple components of value that a 

      diagnostic and a therapy can provide (this thesis). 

 

3.   The inclusion of sensitivity/specificity and especially false-negativity and false-positivity 

      of test results require additional structural complexity in order to make the link between 

      the test and the medication (this thesis). 

 

4.   Scenario analysis is more important than sensitivity analyses to consider test  

      characteristics and potential evidence gaps of stratified medicine interventions (this 

      thesis). 

 

5.   Good clinical evidence and robust health economic outcomes are essential for the  

      introduction of more complex diagnostics into clinical practice (this thesis). 

 

6.   Appropriate tailoring of highly differentiated patient subgroups is the prerequisite to 

       leverage potential efficiency gains in the R&D process (this thesis). 

 

7.   Realizing the benefits of stratified medicine approaches is much dependent on whether 

      diagnostic testing will diffuse appropriately into clinical practice. 

 

8.   Precision Medicine Initiative is a first step to revolutionizing medicine (Barack Obama). 

9.   It is not the wind that determines the course, but the sail (´Nicht der Wind, sondern das 

      Segel bestimmt die Richtung´). 

 

10.  Zwei Dinge sollen die Kinder von ihren Eltern bekommen: Wurzeln und Flügel (Goethe). 

 

        Hans-Joerg Fugel, May 2016 


