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STELLINGEN	

	
behorende	bij	het	proefschrift	

	
Potential	of	salivary	gland	stem	cells	in	regenerative	medicine	

	
MARTTI	MAIMETS	

	
	

1. Modeling	 stem	 cell	 differentiation	 in	 vitro	 is	 a	 critical	 test	 of	 our	 understanding	 of	
development.	(This	thesis)	

2. Age-dependent	decline	in	tissue	regenerative	potential	of	salivary	glands	seem	to	be	
caused	 due	 to	 changes	 in	 micro-environment	 (extrinsic)	 rather	 than	 changes	 in	
cellular	proliferative	potential	(intrinsic).	(This	thesis)	

3. Isolation	 of	 human	 salivary	 gland	 stem	 cells	 with	 relevant	 regenerative	 potential	
represents	a	major	step	on	the	challenging	road	from	bench	to	bedside.	(This	thesis)	

4. What	 makes	 a	 cell	 behave	 as	 a	 stem	 cell	 is	 defined	 not	 just	 by	 its	 transmitted	
chemical	signals	but	also	its	physical	position	within	a	tissue	and	the	architecture	of	
that	tissue.		

5. Being	 comfortable	 with	 the	 uncomfortable	 eliminates	 the	 fear	 of	 charting	 new	
territories	when	the	questions	you	are	eager	to	answer	take	a	surprising	turn.	

6. Developing	 a	 sense	of	which	problems	 are	 conceptually	 truly	 important	 and	which	
are,	 in	 one	way	 or	 another,	 trivial	 and	 not	worth	 your	 time,	 is	 probably	 the	most	
important	yet	the	most	challenging	task	in	science.	

7. If	 your	 experiment	 needs	 statistics,	 you	 ought	 to	 have	 done	 a	 better	 experiment.	
(Ernest	Rutherford)	

8. You	can’t	choose	your	talent	but	you	can	choose	how	hard	you	work.	

9. If	at	first	you	don’t	succeed,	you	are	working	about	average.		

10. A	firm	handshake	will	serve	as	your	finest	business	card	whenever	in	need	to	reach	
out	to	other	labs	and	universities.	

	


