
 

 

 University of Groningen

The microenvironment of Hodgkin lymphoma
Sattarzadeh, Ahmad

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2016

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Sattarzadeh, A. (2016). The microenvironment of Hodgkin lymphoma: Composition and interaction. [Thesis
fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/dd691782-aed6-4d42-858d-e270202f7349


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

As a kid, a teenager or even an adult I have ever been sure of my future profession. I
tried many different things like selling small stuff to fellow kids, being a theater actor,
painter, pianist, working in a factory, trading industrial machines, carpet trader and
construction manager. I even spent seven years of my life to become a veterinary! I
was quite happy and satisfied with some of these jobs and not with some others. After
all those experiences, failures and accomplishments I can say that everybody can do all
those jobs with a bit of perseverance, but it does not mean that they are made for that
certain job. Only a true person can add a specific meaning to a particular job. After two
years of national service I was not still sure about my future career until I received an
offer from dear Sjef that ended up in the present dissertation.

Before going to the Netherlands, a friend of mine asked: ”what does the PhD abbre-
viation stands for?” I just answered: ”Doctor of science or something like specialist in
science”. Apparently it was not even close to the ”Philosophiae Doctor”!

Dear Prof. van den Berg,

Hereby I would like to thank you for opening the doors of truth to me. The most
important thing that I learned from you is that all human beings are the same, not only
in their creation, but also in their quality of being a human. I learned that we all are born
with hope, raise with happiness, become stronger with sorrow and become glorious with
humanity.

And what a grand word is ”human”. It is as great as its innate value, a value which is
preserved by the boundaries of respect. These boundaries should not be violated for any
reason by anyone, even with goodwill. Respect must be mutual and it begins with self-
respect; a feeling of self-respect that stops us from violating other people’s rights when
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we are in a superior position and motivates us toward fighting for our rights even when
we are inferior. This dichotomy will result in the fall of morality over time if we are not
careful enough with our choices, specifically when we have to make a choice between
right and wrong.

Truth makes our fate and the only thing that last forever; it is always sacrificed, not
because of the people who deny it, because of those who do not stand for it. Every soul
of us finally will find itself in a situation that we must choose; the choice that determines
our personality for the rest of our life. Regardless of whether we face the consequences
of our choices or not, true is always true and false is always false.

Dear Prof. van den Berg, I would like to thank you for reminding me how important
is to provide an equal opportunity for the other side of discussion to bring their rational
discussion on the table. Thank you for reminding me that scientific facts are the only
issue that we have to challenge with during a scientific discussion. You proved to me
how disastrous will be the consequence of judging something which is not in the area of
my expertise, both for me and others. At the end, with all respect, I would like to declare
that science is our commitment to truth, not mere facts.

Dear Dr. Visser,

When I knocked the door of your office for the first time I did not have any clue what
an invaluable treasure of experiences was waiting for me. Now, after more than four
years, I would like to thank you for these brilliant experiences and I assume it is time to
share some of them.

The first and most important lesson was that ”non-truth” might become as tall as
mountains, but still it is too short to cover the shiny sun of ”truth” and how lonely is
a person who always denies truth, even if she/he is believed by others. Whenever we
refuse to look in the eyes of truth, we are actually refusing to look to ourselves.

We always present whatever emanates from our feelings and heart to the other peo-
ple; generous people offer generosity and weak people offer nothing but baseness and
immorality. I also learned that everyone must take the burden of their weakness them-
selves; otherwise other people around them will pay for that. I was also taught how
precious and beautiful is my life just because of the presence of ”dignity”. How mean-
ingless and empty would be a life without dignity!

I learned that ”silence” is the only choice against people whose arrogance is greater
than their ignorance; a silence that is more valuable than a thousand words and will
guide us to the source of truth. And ”courage”, the only thing that can lead us to the
end of darkness and can help us to find beauty. We must admit the consequences of our
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actions and behavior. Ultimately, regardless of other people’s opinion about us and our
behavior, we know who we are and what we did.

I am also grateful for providing me with the opportunity to contemplate on nature of
life. Although, I could not find any explicit answer for many of my questions, I found
it in the words of men who left their palace to pursue ”truth”, the men who toasted
hemlock cup, the souls who bore curses and the men who were sentenced to death by
burning in fire. These braveries strengthen the roots of truth and resulted in humanity,
art, ethic and ultimately science, which is the legacy of true scientists. I am talking about
those scientists who spent their life for ideals much more valuable than publications,
funds, and grants; the ones who are full of questions, not limited to any certain field
of their expertise, but on life itself. They search for the answers and they increase their
knowledge with perseverance and persistence; the true knowledge that help them to
taste the joy of truth. These people will not exchange such a joy with anything like
articles, grants or positions, the people who are born free, live free and die free. And
there is no fear for them but losing their freedom.

And the last, but certainly not the least, I should offer my sincere gratitude to diligent
people of the Netherlands, where smells with the ethereal fragrance of freedom and
wisdom. I thank you for opening the door of your land to me and assisting me to move
towards my goals. I owe you my ”honesty” more than anything else.
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