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Statements of the PhD thesis 

Wildlife: a hidden treasure of green places in urbanized societies? 

by Akke Folmer 

1. Experiencing wildlife in both daily life, and during daytrips and holidays, 

appears to promote feelings of being connected with the world, rather than 

escaping it (this thesis).  
 

2. Multisensory experiences with wildlife contribute more to the valuation of 
everyday green places, than they do to protected areas further from home, 

because of the familiarity aspect (this thesis). 

 
3. Local wildlife does not only contribute to the bond with green places among 

nature lovers; it’s presence is also important in the bond with green places among 

broad segments of the population (this thesis). 
 

4. Among a broad public, encounters with flagship species during commercial 
wildlife tours offer more than a shallow, hedonistic experience; instead they 

create long-lasting emotional bonds with green places visited for holidays (this 

thesis).  
 

5. Among nature lovers, wildlife experiences confirm, rather than create, a bond 

with protected areas visited during daytrips and holidays (this thesis). 
 

6. Birds form a special, yet undervalued, dimension in people’s bond with green 
places. Hearing and seeing birds give people a sense of time, as well as 

timelessness. Birds in green places connect people with the natural rhythms of a 

place, with the flows of life, and make people feel part of Panta Rhei (this thesis).   
 

7. The presence of, and experiences with, wildlife - from small to large, from 
common to rare, and from ordinary to charismatic - generates involvement with, 

and a feeling of responsibility for, green places near home, and further from 

home. 
 

8. In urbanized societies like the Netherlands, nature conservation organisations, 

governments, and the recreation and tourism sector should – besides focusing on 
protected areas - pay more attention to enriching biodiversity, and improving 

opportunities to enjoy nature, in and near places where people live.  


