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Modern science is above all a social endeavour. The biggest scientific achievements 
have been and still are the result of the cooperative effort of international groups of 

scientists. Such cooperative efforts span across many levels of scientific practice: 
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the way scientists are evaluated is more and more focused only on individual success. 
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Chapters 5 and 6 have been the fruit of the collaboration between Groningen 

(theoretical biology) and Bern (behavioural ecology). I would like to thank Michael 

Taborsky for allowing me to be part of that fruitful collaboration; and for sharing 

his knowledge about the pulcher. Also, thanks for the very good times in my visits 

to Bern, and in the multiple workshops and conferences where I met the Bernese 
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not only for his involvement in chapter 5 and 6, but because he is a very inspiring 

scientist. Sander, it has been a pleasure to work with you, a brilliant theoretician and 

a truly curious and honest person. Thank you for being relentlessly willing to help 
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Chapter 4 is the fruit of my visit to the famous Barron Colorado Island. I would like 

to thank Bill Wcislo for giving me the opportunity to work at his lab in Panama, also 
for sharing his knowledge and views on the evolution of eusociality.

I thank Guy Theralauz, for allowing me to visit his lab in Toulouse. Unfortunately, 
the work we developed there could not be part of this dissertation. However, I truly 
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been any good at being paranimphs. They have actually not done much.  But because, 

they have been dearest friends, with whom I have shared valuable moments. In other 

words, thanks for putting up with me for so long. True friendship certainly crosses 
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