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Propositions 

 

1. Politicization is a process of changing identity content, through which the political becomes personal, 

not only being integrated into the self-concept but also throughout the self-concept. 

 

2. Moral identity content is central to politicized identities (chapter 7, this thesis) 

 

3. Oppressive reality absorbs those within it and thereby acts to submerge human beings consciousness … 

one must emerge from it … by means of the praxis: reflection and action upon the world in order to 

transform it.” (Freire, 1968) 

 

5. Identities become self-defining (i.e., influence the self across a broad range of social contexts) when 

their content becomes positively related to other identities within the self-concept. 

 

6. Identity content should be studied broadly as the associations that an individual or group has with their 

identity. 

 

7. Identification alone is a blunt instrument: In order to understand the behavioural consequences of 

group identification we need also to understand what exactly an individual is identifying with.  

 

8. Before social movements can change society they first need to change the individuals who (will) 

participate in them. 

 

9. (Multi-level) semantic network analysis offers a novel contribution to Social Psychology in its ability to 

represent and statistically test socially shared identity content and the impact this can have on individual 

and group dynamics.  

 

10. To truly understand the inner workings of identities it does not suffice to make qualitative 

descriptions; Psychologists will need to quantify qualitative content. 

 

11. An identity content approach encourages a focus on intra-identity processes: This facilitates 

progressing beyond descriptive research, towards that which focuses on processes, how, when and why 

social psychological phenomena occur. 

 



12. Understanding the external, intersubjective group identity, is crucial for progressing our knowledge 

about individual’s group behavior. 

 

13. Dynamic identity content can be represented as interconnected nodes in a spreading network of 

activation, which can be connected through positive (excitatory) or negative (inhibitory) relations. 

 

14. A world without identity content is without meaning. 

 

15. The mind is not a book, to be opened at will and examined at leisure. Thoughts are not etched on the 

inside of skulls, to be perused by an invader. The mind is a complex and many-layered thing. (Severus 

Snape) 


