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Propositions 

Associated with the PhD thesis 

Techniques to improve neurological outcome after cardiac surgery  

 

1. Targeted temperature management protects the brain by acting on diverse molecular 

pathways, in which cold shock proteins might play a significant regulating role. (this thesis) 

 

2. Low body temperature compliance during cooling by the cardiopulmonary bypass 

represents a trait associated with improved postoperative survival. Unraveling the 

physiologic or metabolic mechanisms may aid better pre-operative selection and informed 

consent, and improve postoperative survival. (this thesis) 

 

3. In coronary artery bypass grafting and valve procedures – the two most often performed 

types of cardiac surgery – a targeted core body temperature of 32-33
o
C is associated with 

the best postoperative survival. (this thesis) 

 

4. Neurological injury related biomarkers, such as S100β and brain fatty-acid binding protein, 

might have predictive value for postoperative cognitive outcome, although single 

postoperative sample testing renders a limited perception of reality. (this thesis) 

 

5. Adequate interpretation of cerebral and renal tissue oxygenation, measured by near infra-red 

spectroscopy, requires interpretation in the light of other perioperative hemodynamic 

variables. (this thesis) 

 

6. To analyze POCD, clinicians should be aware of what they do not see. (this thesis) 

 

7. Have no fear of perfection. You’ll never reach it. – Salvador Dalí 

 

8. Success is not final. Failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts. – Sir 

Winston Churchill 

 

9. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. – Luke 12:34 

 

10. If it be knowledge or wisdom one is seeking, then one had better go direct to the source. 

And the source is not the scholar or philosopher, not the master, saint, or teacher, but life 

itself - direct experience of life. The same is true for art. Here, too, we can dispense with 

"the masters”. - Big Sur and the Oranges of Hieronymus Bosch by Henry Miller 

 

11. Those who fixate on whether the glass is half empty, or half full, miss the point...  

The glass is refillable. 

 

12. Nøt all herøes wear capes - søme just høld the døør. 

 

13. Normal is an illusion. What is normal for the spider is chaos for the fly. – Morticia Adams 


