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Societal Discontent – Deciphering the Zeitgeist 

Anne Marthe van der Bles 

Stellingen/Propositions 

 

1. Societal discontent can be conceptualized as an aspect of the “Zeitgeist”: a collective, tacit, 
generalized evaluation of the state of society. (this dissertation) 

2. A Zeitgeist of societal discontent can be operationalized as a latent general factor Z, that 
predicts people’s perceptions of specific societal issues. (this dissertation) 

3. Collective discontent with society as a whole and personal discontent with societal issues are 
qualitatively different kinds of judgments. (this dissertation) 

4. Although specific issues of discontent vary from country to country, the phenomenon of 
collective discontent has cross-country consistency. (this dissertation) 

5. Societal discontent influences behaviour and beliefs in relation to society at large, such as 
voting for extreme right-wing and left-wing political parties. (this dissertation) 

6. Different subgroups in society (for which media use or education level are good proxies) 
have different levels of societal discontent. (this dissertation) 

7. It is ill-advised to reduce societal discontent to a phenomenon that affects only specific 
subgroups in society. (this dissertation) 

8. Regardless of whether societal discontent has a basis in societal “facts” or not, if people 
perceive situations as real, they are real in their consequences (this dissertation & Thomas 
theorem, by W.I. Thomas & D.S. Thomas, 1928, p.572) 

9. The “crisis in social psychology” has characteristics of collective discontent (i.e., a shared 
perception or belief that the field as a whole is in dire straits) and can be studied as such. (this 
dissertation)  

10. In this post-Stapel era, it is all the more clear that scientists need to accept uncertainty and 
not-knowing-for-sure, rather than striving for a certain truth.  

11. “Of course it is happening inside your head, Harry, but why on earth should that mean it is 
not real?” (J.K. Rowling, in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, 2007, p.723) 

 

 

 


