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Stellingen

behorende bij het proefschrift

Genes, DNA methylation and 
exposures underlying COPD 

in never-smokers
door Diana van der Plaat

1. The epidemiology of non-smoking COPD deserves similar attention as smoking 
related COPD (this thesis)

2. Different genetic and epigenetic mechanisms play a role in never-smoking COPD 
compared to smoking COPD (this thesis)

3. The gene HHIP is an important lung developmental gene of both the large and small 
airways independently of smoking status (this thesis)

4. The definition of airway obstruction and population under study contribute 
importantly to which genes are associated with airway obstruction (this thesis)

5. The effect of environmental exposures on lung function are partly driven by 
differential DNA methylation (this thesis)

6. Integration of data from all omics layers to obtain a complete picture of all mechanisms 
involved in COPD is the main challenge for future research (this thesis)

7. Your genetics load the gun. Your lifestyle pulls the trigger (Mehmet Oz (Dr. Oz))

8. The tests themselves give no final verdict, but as tools help the worker who is using 
them to form his final decision (Neyman and Pearson)

9. Success is a science; if you have the conditions, you get the result (Oscar Wilde) 

10. The letters of our genome are the musical notes that create the music of life and 
makes us want to dance




