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Propositions accompanying the thesis 

Schizophrenia Spectrum Disorders and Dissociative Disorders 

The Blurry Boundaries Between Categorical Diagnoses 

Selwyn Benjamin Renard 

 

1. Various dissociative symptoms can be seen in patients diagnosed with a schizophrenia 

spectrum disorder. Similarly, various schizophrenia spectrum symptoms can be seen 

in patients diagnosed with a dissociative disorder (this thesis). 

 

2. Patients diagnosed with a dissociative disorder, on average, experience more 

dissociative and positive symptoms than patients diagnosed with a schizophrenia 

spectrum disorder, whereas patients diagnosed with a schizophrenia spectrum 

disorder, on average, experienced more negative symptoms (this thesis). 

 

3. In patients diagnosed with a schizophrenia spectrum disorder, dissociative symptoms 

are related to impairments in emotion recognition over and above the effect of other 

schizophrenia spectrum symptoms (this thesis). 

 

4. Studying emotion recognition without considering the effect of the environment 

might lead to erroneous conclusions (this thesis). 

 

5. Dissociative experiences in schizophrenia spectrum disorders should be treated as a 

unique symptom cluster and not just as epiphenomena of psychotic symptoms (this 

thesis). 

 

6. It is possible to induce experiences of derealization without inducing experiences of 

depersonalization, but not without simultaneously inducing schizotypal experiences 

by using vision deforming glasses (this thesis). 

 

7. As much as a patient can feel like they are not in control of their diagnosis, a PhD 

candidate can feel like they are not in control of their PhD project. 


