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Stellingen 

Parents’ adjustment to cancer in children

1. Initially high levels of distress reported by parents of pediatric cancer 
patients as a group decrease across time to levels comparable to the general 
population at five years after diagnosis (this thesis).

2.  Almost one third of the individual parents of pediatric cancer patients appear 
to be clinically distressed at five years after diagnosis (this thesis).

3. Illness-related variables (type of cancer, prognosis or children’s health status at 
five years) provide a very limited explanation for differences in parents’ levels 
of distress five years after diagnosis (this thesis).

4. Socio-demographic characteristics (gender of parents or children, age of 
parents or children, parents’ education levels) do not explain distress in parents 
of pediatric cancer patients (this thesis).

5. The process of coping with pediatric cancer seems to be situation specific (this 
thesis).

6. Changes in use of different coping styles show non-linear patterns (this thesis).

7. Fathers’ dissatisfaction with support and the negative interactions they 
experience significantly affect their levels of psychological distress (this thesis).

8. Mothers receive more social support than fathers and they are more satisfied 
with the social support they receive (this thesis).

9. Parents’ marital satisfaction across five years (from diagnosis) remains largely 
unaffected or changed by cancer in children (this thesis).

10. Psychosocial interventions should be offered to those parents who express a 
need for help or who show high levels of distress.

11. Too few prospective longitudinal studies have been performed on the effect of 
cancer in children on their parents well-being.

12. Scientific writing is not necessarily good use of language...there must be some 
poetic justice.


