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Where do I start,  started my Ph.D. on the 1st June 2011. Travelled all the way from (south) 
India and ended up in a country "The Netherlands" (all I knew was Amsterdam for various 
other reasons). The first day, I reached Groningen station and Veerakumar was supposed to 
pick me up from the station. I guess everyone knows what is next: he didn't turn up. Luckily 
there was another Indian (Aditya) in Groningen station waiting for someone. I asked help, 
he dialed another Indian and it was none other than Bala from the 5th floor. First impression: 
there are more Indian in Groningen. After all possible chaos, finally, Sjef came to pick me up 
from the station and dropped me in the orange containers (Antillenstraat-Studio). The 
beginning of my Ph.D. wasn't easy. It took a while to get acquainted with new lab 
environment and people. Somehow, I managed to pull it off (took a bit long) and finally it’s 
done!! 
 
I would like to thank all the thesis reading committee members Prof. J.J.G. Geurts, Prof. S. 
Amor, Prof. H.P.H. Kremer for their effort, comments, and approval of my thesis. 
 
I would like to thank my Promoter Erik, who is been very supportive throughout my Ph.D. 
duration and I also admire the way he works. Most of our enthusiastic conversations about 
the projects/ideas happened either in the corridor or in the elevator (getting hold of you 
has been always difficult). Most importantly, I am really thankful for all the possible 
advice/suggestions which I got from you in both professional and personal life. 
 
I would also like to thank my daily supervisor/co-promoter Sjef, who is immensely 
supportive throughout my Ph.D. duration. Still, I remember our early morning drives from 
UMCG to BPRC for marmoset implantation experiments (sometimes you were driving really 
fast). I had a lot of wonderful discussions in the lab and also on our trip to Stockholm for the 
ISSCR meeting. Sjef, still we need to play squash sometime. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge Bert from BPRC, who is been very enthusiastic from the 
start of my Ph.D. I got to know more about you after our trip to Gottingen primate center in 
Germany. Thank you for all the scientific discussions and other possible suggestions I got 
from you. Most importantly for your advice when I was in various critical situations during 
my Ph.D. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge Harrie, who has been always very supportive and 
enthusiastic throughout my Ph.D. I admire the way you work, I am very thankful for all 
possible career advice and suggesting me to attend the neural stem cells course in Tuscany, 
which actually helped a lot during my Ph.D. in various projects. I had a wonderful time being 
part of your lab even though I didn’t spent a lot time there. I have never seen such an active 
and vibrant atmosphere at work. I would like to also acknowledge Steven, whom I got know 
almost at the end of my Ph.D., a person who is always enthusiastic with creative ideas. I had 
a nice time working with you and also in other social activities (karting and squash) during 
the last few months. I wish you great success.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge Armagan, who has been very supportive during last few 
years. Most importantly, I enjoyed all the scientific conversations and valuable inputs on 
various projects. I would also like to acknowledge Jon for his critical input and comments 
on my thesis in the final phase of my Ph.D. I am also thankful to Bart, for all the possible 
help and discussion. I am still looking forward to finishing the direct conversion project. I 
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would also like to acknowledge Wia, for all possible advice on various projects and helping 
with reagents/materials during my Ph.D. 
 
Henk, I am really thankful to you for all possible support during the different stages of my 
Ph.D. I would like to also acknowledge Harry for helping with all the official arrangements 
and other possible official work. Trix, I always admire the way you are at work, always 
enthusiastic, organized, and arranging things on time. I had a lot of wonderful 
conversations with you about work, sport, and family. Ietje, thanks a lot for all your help 
during my Ph.D. in various projects. I had a really nice time working with you in the immuno 
lab with all our funny conversations. Nieske, I would like to also thank you for all your 
support in terms of experiments and organization in the lab. Evelyn, even though we didn't 
work together a lot,  and I had a nice time working with you in the main lab and playing 
badminton was a lot of fun. I wish we could have continued bit longer. Michel, Mr. Surf, it 
was nice working with you, I am really thankful to you for all your support in imaging and 
other possible help in various projects. Rob, I am really thankful for everything you have 
done with recording, especially with your busy schedule. I enjoyed all the conversations 
with you about India, Netherlands, sport, skating and so on. Inge, although we didn't work 
together, I enjoyed all our conversations, thank you for organizing a wonderful barbeque at 
your place. Wieb, I had a lot of nice conversations with you and enjoyed all of those. Thank 
you for all of them. Tjalling, thanks for all your help during my Ph.D., especially helping with 
all equipment necessary for all our experiments in the lab. Loes, I would like to thank you at 
this moment, in the beginning you helped me a lot in the lab with work and cell culture. 
 
Marcin, the one who started all the iPS work in the lab, we worked very closely for a very 
long time. I had really nice time with you, both at work as well outside: playing sports, party, 
and dinner. We both worked very hard in the lab, even on weekends without any breaks, 
because of the iPS cells (nature of our work). It was tough in the beginning but eventually 
we found a way to get things done by helping each other. I would like to also thank Kasia 
for organizing a nice party at your place. I wish you a great success. Reinhard and Romy, I 
also had a wonderful time with you guys both at work and outside. Kumar, we spent quite 
a lot of time together, I really like your line of thought and the way you formulate research 
questions. I had a wonderful time with you at the lab and outside. All our trips, cooking 
sessions at your place, my place, playing sports, and lot of intellectual discussion. I am really 
glad you got a good position in Texas, I have no doubt you will be a great scientist. I would 
also like to thank Bindhu who has been always cooking and arranging things for meetings 
on the weekends. I really miss you guys. Divya, my office roommate, I had a lot of nice 
scientific and political discussions with you. I always liked discussing with you about 
everything and thank you for your inputs, I wish you good luck with your scientific carrier. 
Duco, I had a nice time with you in the lab and sharing various information about work and 
other random stuff, I wish you a great success. Ilia, it was nice you were around, I had a nice 
time playing a lot of sports with you; basketball, badminton, and our company competition. 
I wish you a great success. Suping, I liked all our random conversation even though it was 
a bit difficult in the beginning, we all played a lot of badminton together and actually miss 
it!! And good luck for you as well. Koen, even though we had a lot of differences in opinion, 
I had a lot of nice conversations with you. I also wish you good luck with your new job. I 
would like to also acknowledge Hilmar and Susanne, thank you for all the nice 
conversations even though we didn't work together. I also would like to thank all the other 
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lab members: Mingsan, Rianne, Xiaoming, Wandert, Zhilin, Zhuoran, Corien, Yang 
Heng, Laura Kracht, Malta, Marissa Dubbelaar, Mengfei Cai, Chairi, Javier Gustavo 
Villamil Ortiz, Roeland Prak, Claudio and all our new colleagues. I enjoyed all our time 
together on various occasions, bowling, sports, lab day and more! 
 
I would also acknowledge Ben from 7th floor for his support with EM work, Jeroen for his 
wonderful help with all the experiments and EM work. I would like to also acknowledge 
Klaas for his support with imaging in UMIC. 
 
Now it's time to move a few floors down (From 8th to 5th). In the beginning, I used to drop 
by on the 5th floor now and then to meet Harrie to discuss work. I never bothered to 
introduce myself to anyone in the 5th floor except for Jeanette and Melania. Later things 
changed a lot!  
 
Melania, I would like to acknowledge you for all the help in the beginning of the project. 
Later, I started working with Jeanette, who has always been very helpful with all the work 
for the SCA3 project. I enjoyed working with you and all our conversations about work and 
other things. Thanks a lot!! Hette, I started working with you in the last few months, it's a lot 
of fun working with you and our discussions about random stuff. Thank you for all the 
immuno work and sections. I would like to also thank Maria who has always been helpful.  
 
Abhinav (Abby bobby), since the time you joined the lab, I started visiting 5th floor quite 
often (Indian connection - for you, it took a while). It was a lot of fun talking to you, even 
though we know each other for quite a short time. We hang out a lot, you were hilarious 
with your jokes and entertained us with all possible random statements. In fact, we both 
have a nickname (Team India). I got quite close to everyone on the 5th floor because of you 
. Thanks a lot. Yo, looking forward for more fun session. I wish good luck to you and 
Megha.  Els, we know each other for the past couple of years, since our trip to CSHL. I was 
always a bit intimidated by your height  (giraffe). I always remember you as a person who 
made fun of me every time I visited the 5th floor. I got to know you better relatively quickly, 
you're a person who is super independent, talented, who cares a lot for others (sometimes 
going out of your way), solo traveler (I read your blog: took a while to translate) and 
extremely nice person to hang out with!! . I wish you good luck and great success. Wouter, 
it took a while for me to start talking to you, we got along really quick, you’re a super nice 
guy to hang out with. I like the fact that you’re super active (@work and social life) and 
enthusiastic about sports. I enjoyed all our squash session, karting, toepen (especially when 
is Abby involved), and poker sessions (we should do it again). Hope we continue playing 
more sports and tag more people. I wish you good luck with everything. Despina, well I 
don't know you so well, but I am happy you invited me for the new year party. I hope 
everything works out fine, good luck. Niels, Yo nerd, you are just hilarious, your jokes are 
fantastic and I liked all our conversations about work and table tennis. I am looking forward 
to playing some table tennis. Rafa (pizzaaaa), nice that you’re always there in all social 
activities, I wish everything goes fine with your work. I wish you good luck. I would also 
acknowledge Eduardo, for all his effort in SCA project and I hope to see you soon. Carol 
and Elisabeth, I can see you guys are hardworking and fun loving, I wish you good luck for 
both. Moshin, it’s nice you're in a new place and I wish you good luck for your future plans. 
Lara, thanks a lot for all your help with work and also wish good luck for your future. Cecilia, 
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thank you for all the help with the SCA project and also Peter good luck with finishing up 
the thesis and your future plans. 
 
Good old friends, V(Vivek) we started talking since 2009, it was a long journey for all of us 
from NCBS to different places in Europe. I still remember the good old days, playing 
badminton and dinner from shiva kabab, endless playing CS nights, and all possible 
intellectual conversations. We all had a wonderful time at NCBS (building our base both 
personally and professionally). I wish you great success for your future and also for Krithika. 
Prem, same for you as well, we all started together and moved out of NCBS, I was really 
happy you moved to Amsterdam, we had quite a lot of fun traveling, and also in Groningen. 
A lot of things happened in your life like a rollercoaster ride, I really admire the way you 
pulled it off. I wish you great success. Shraddha (Monkey), well you're also an super 
talented individual, we have been friends for almost 9 years now, it's amazing how time 
flies. I hope you will get a breakthrough in your scientific design carrier. Good luck. Senthil, 
we met each other by V, it was nice to see you again in Germany and I know it wasn't easy 
for you as well, I hope everything works out fine. Ramveer, Yo, you’re a super nice guy, I 
had quite a lot of fun in NCBS, I wish you good luck. Kapil and Meghna, it was wonderful 
meeting you guys and I had quite a good time in NCBS, cooking, chai sessions, and I miss 
those days. I wish you good luck for both. Rashmit (Aunty G), it was wonderful, we 
continued talking after you moved to Munster then Vienna, I hope everything works out 
fine and good luck. Utkarsh, Delhi boy, it was nice meeting you in NCBS and continued 
talking after you moved to Vienna, we had a nice time in Amsterdam. I wish you good luck. 
Joanna, thank a lot for all your help in the beginning at NCBS, and I wish you a bright future 
and good luck. Amol, you’re an intelligent guy, I learned a lot from you and thank you for 
all the time we spent together. Vinu, machi we had a lot of fun together playing sport and 
hanging out in various places in Bangalore, I miss those days. Good luck to you! I would like 
to acknowledge Rashi and Aalok for being a great host in New York, I wish you guys good 
luck with all future plans. Arasu, thank you for all your support during our NCBS days. I wish 
you good luck as well. There are lot more people I need to thanks from NCBS, I rather keep 
it short. 
 
Friends from Groningen, this will be a long list, I met quite a few people. Starting from Ram, 
I had a wonderful time with you, playing sport, traveling and coffee sessions. Thank you for 
all those. Bala (5th floor), Yo mammas, it was nice being with you and lot of intellectual 
discussion, sometimes sharing work frustrations. Thank you for all your support and good 
luck for the future. Hemanth, it was really nice meeting you and we had a lot of fun 
together, traveling, dancing, partying, playing sport, and organizing various activities on 
weekends. You’re an extremely nice person and sometimes super diplomatic, I wish you 
great success in professional and personal life. I would like to also acknowledge, Adithya, 
Ashoka, Goutham, Pranov, Malli, Appu, Rajendhar, Shilpa, Raja, Praneeth, Avinash, 
Gopi, Ganesh, Eswar, Monika, Sai, Saravanan for all the fun during my stay in Groningen. 
I would also like to acknowledge all my south Indian friends, who have been there always 
for me, Chandru, Harshita, Joseph, Manathan, Sarvesh, Shalani, Aarthi, Bala (cologne), 
Prachi, Raveen, Arjun, Nivedya, Venna, Aprajeeth, Kavya, Akashya, Mayank, Amulya, 
Megha, Aishwarya, Devishriprasad. I had a wonderful time with all of you guys, cooking 
over the weekend and partying. I wish you good luck for all. I would like also acknowledge, 
Prashant G and family, Ajay and family, Abdul and family for all the wonderful time 
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together. I came across so many people in Groningen, I probably missed a few and my 
apologies for that. 
 
Sports made me a better person, it taught me a lot of discipline, made me well-organized 
at work. The one thing I look forward to every evening is to play squash. I liked all the 
training sessions with Felix and later followed by Sebastian. I would also like to 
acknowledge all the club members whom I played with: Adam, Sven, Joost, Brenda, 
Florian, Harmen, and many more!! I wish you all good luck. 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge my family. Dad and Mom, who have always been 
supportive of all the choices I made in my life. Moving to Chennai for high school to NCBS. 
Helping me get through all the difficult situations throughout different stages of my career. 
I owe you both a lot!! Bro, I was never able to spend time with you, I have always been 
moving around from one place to another, I am pretty sure you will do good. Good luck to 
you as well. I would like to also acknowledge rest of my family members for their support 
and care.                                                                                                                                                                       
 
                                                                                                                                               -Arun Thiruvalluvan. 
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