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1. The pathological condition (of Episodic Ataxia 6) is due to the gain of function of the 
chloride channel. (Chapter 1) 

2. The loss of contact between sodium ions and Ser280 (in GltTk) leads to a change in the 
pattern of movement of the former and also increases the randomness of ion fluxes 
within the pocket. (Chapter 2) 

3. Both SMA and DIBMA polymers have been widely employed for both structural and 
functional studies, since they have provided a useful kit to study membrane proteins in 
their native environment. However, their application is not a guarantee for success 
(Chapter 3) 

4. Despite the structural and mechanistical similarities among the members of the EAAT 
family, there is also some functional variety. (Chapter 4) 

5. From a functional point of view, evolving the additional and thermodynamically 
uncoupled chloride conductance might have helped EAATs to self-regulate their own 
activation. (Chapter 5) 

6. She has told you how she reached the conclusion – the prosaic conclusion - that it is 
necessary to have forty thousand a year and a room with a lock on the door if you are 
to write a PhD thesis. (Adapted from “A room of one’s own” by Virginia Woolf) 

7. We are as much the universe as a neutron star, or a black hole, or a nebula. Even 
better, actually, we are its thinking and feeling part, the sensory organs of the 
universe. (Optimistic Nihilism by Kurzgesasgt) 
 


