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Chapter 6, Supplementary fi le 1: Instrument.
Questionnaire chikungunya 2015 
 

  

PLEASE WRITE YOUR PERSONAL DATA:  
Project nr. __ __ __ 

1. Date of interview: Day __ __ Mth __ __ Year __ __ __ __  

2. Date of birth: Day __ __ Mth __ __ Year __ __ __ __   

3. Initials: ___  ___   

Personal data  
-Date of birth, gender and place of residence was obtained from the informed consent form 
4. Have you had chikungunya? �Yes �No (stop with this questionnaire) 

5. Which of the following chronic (long lasting) disorders do you have? (check all boxes that 
apply) 
Please note!: this concerns the disorders you already had before getting chikungunya. 

�Joint pain �Nerve or brain disorders �Diabetes 

�Heart disease / vascular disease / 
high blood pressure �Other:______________________________________________________ 

6. What is the highest level of education you completed? (check appropriate box) 

� No education � Lower secondary vocational training (LBO/ MBO level 1 
 or 2) 

� Primary education � Higher secondary vocational training (MBO level 3 or 
 4) 

� Intermediate/lower education: VMBO/MAVO  � University of applied sciences (HBO) 

� Higher secondary education up to 3th grade: 
HAVO/ VWO (Atheneum); � University bachelor 

� HAVO/ VWO (Atheneum)  � University master 

� Other: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What kind of work do you do? (check one box that describes your situation the best) 

� No work/ unemployed � Paid work; especially active, physical work,  
(e.g. salesperson,  guard, bus driver, cleaner, construction worker)  

� Student � Paid work; especially mental work  
(e.g. manager, advisor, teacher, physician) 

� House wife � Retired, pensioned 

� Volunteer � Other: ___________________________________________ 
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Questionnaire chikungunya 2015 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. What is your household’s net monthly income?  (Check box) 

� 0 - 999 NAF per month � 2500 - 4999 NAF per month 

� 1000 – 2499 NAF per month  � More than 5000 NAF per month  

Onset of the illness 
 

9. 
 

On what date did you feel the first symptoms of chikungunya?  
If you don’t remember exactly, make your best possible estimate. 

Fill in:  Day __ __   Month _______________   Year __________________ 

   

10. Do you still suffer the symptoms of chikungunya? 

� Yes (Skip question 10b!)                     � No (Answer question 10b!)             

10b. If no, for how long have you suffered from the symptoms? Estimate how long below: 

 _______months _______ weeks _______days 
Questionnaire chikungunya 2015 
 

 
The effects of chikungunya 
 

 
 

 
 
 

11. The effects of chikungunya  
Please, check the box according to how much you agree or not with the 
following statements: 

     
1 2 3 4 5 

1. I am fully functional again after having had chikungunya…………………..      

2. I don’t have chikungunya complaints any more …………………………………      

3. I still feel the effects of chikungunya disease every day………………….….      

4. The chikungunya effects seem to return again and again in my case...      

12. Currently I suffer from the following symptoms: 

Joint pains in the: Muscles aches:.. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Arms-/wrists/hands 
/fingers:……………………….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Tiredness:……….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Somberness/ 
Feeling blue:…… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Hips/knees/feet/ 
ankles/toes:…………………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Sleeplessness:…. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Hair loss:…………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Back/neck:…………………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes Nausea:…………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Weakness in the: 
Vomiting:………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Arms/wrists/hands 
/fingers:……………………….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes Abdominal pain: �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

 
- Hips/knees/feet/ 
ankles/toes:…………………. 

 
�No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Skin diseases:….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Deafened feeling:  �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

 
- Back/neck:…………………. 

 
�No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Tingles:…………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Loss of vitality:… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 
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Questionnaire chikungunya 2015 
 

 
The effects of chikungunya 
 

 
 

 
 
 

11. The effects of chikungunya  
Please, check the box according to how much you agree or not with the 
following statements: 

     
1 2 3 4 5 

1. I am fully functional again after having had chikungunya…………………..      

2. I don’t have chikungunya complaints any more …………………………………      

3. I still feel the effects of chikungunya disease every day………………….….      

4. The chikungunya effects seem to return again and again in my case...      

12. Currently I suffer from the following symptoms: 

Joint pains in the: Muscles aches:.. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Arms-/wrists/hands 
/fingers:……………………….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Tiredness:……….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 
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Feeling blue:…… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Hips/knees/feet/ 
ankles/toes:…………………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Sleeplessness:…. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Hair loss:…………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Back/neck:…………………. �No  �Somewhat �Yes Nausea:…………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Weakness in the: 
Vomiting:………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Arms/wrists/hands 
/fingers:……………………….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes Abdominal pain: �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

 
- Hips/knees/feet/ 
ankles/toes:…………………. 

 
�No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Skin diseases:….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Deafened feeling:  �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

 
- Back/neck:…………………. 

 
�No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Tingles:…………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Loss of vitality:… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Questionnaire chikungunya 2015 
 

 
The effects of chikungunya 
 

 
 

 
 
 

11. The effects of chikungunya  
Please, check the box according to how much you agree or not with the 
following statements: 

     
1 2 3 4 5 

1. I am fully functional again after having had chikungunya…………………..      

2. I don’t have chikungunya complaints any more …………………………………      
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Vomiting:………… �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

- Arms/wrists/hands 
/fingers:……………………….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes Abdominal pain: �No  �Somewhat �Yes 

 
- Hips/knees/feet/ 
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�No  �Somewhat �Yes 

Skin diseases:….. �No  �Somewhat �Yes 
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Survey instrument Theory of Planned Behaviour and Health Belief Model, 
ordered by concept  
(cues to action and knowledge are described in ‘Methods’) 
The titles of the survey instruments were different from the titles presented here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behavioural intention to perform mosquito breeding site control (BIMBSC) 
The BIMBSC-score is obtained by adding up the values of the three answers. 
The coming rainy season, I will check my house and yard for mosquito breeding 

sites every week and eliminate them if necessary… 

 1 2 3 4 5  

I will definitely not do      I will definitely do 

I will not even try      I will definitely try 

I’m not planning to      I am planning to 

Susceptibility (chikungunya and dengue) 

 
 
Check to what extent you agree with the following statements: 

     

1 2 3 4 5 

I expected to get chikungunya …………………………..................................................      

I think I had a greater chance of getting chikungunya compared to others……….      

Everyone in Curaçao runs a great risk of getting chikungunya  …………………………      

I think I run the risk of getting chikungunya once more…………………………………….      

I think I have a greater chance of getting dengue compared to others……………..      

Everyone in Curaçao runs a great risk of getting dengue  …………………………………      

I think I run the risk of getting dengue (once more) …………………………………………      

Chapter 5, Additional file 2: Survey instrument Theory of Planned 
Behaviour and Helth belief model ordered by concept.

Survey instrument Theory of Planned Behaviour and Health Belief Model, 
ordered by concept
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Severity (chikungunya and dengue) 

 
 
Check to what extent you agree with the following statements: 

     

1 2 3 4 5 

Chikungunya is a serious disease………………………………………………………………………      

People who get chikungunya  can die of it………………………………………………………..      

People who have chikungunya are limited in their social activities……………………      

An infection with chikungunya leads to loss of income……………………………………..      

An infection with chikungunya costs the patient a lot of money……………………….      

Dengue is a serious disease………………………………………………………………………………      

People who get dengue  can die of it………………………………………………………………..      

People who have dengue are limited in their social activities……………………………      

An infection with dengue leads to loss of income……………………………………………..      

An infection with dengue costs the patient a lot of money……………………………….      
 

Perceived benefits 

If, during the coming rainy season, I check for mosquito breeding sites and eliminate 
them from my house and yard if necessary,  … 

 1 2 3 4 5  

I will not get chikungunya      I will get chikungunya 

My family will not get chikungunya      my family will get chikungunya 

My neighbours will not get 
chikungunya      

my neighbours will get 
chikungunya 

       

I will not get dengue      I will get dengue 

My family will not get dengue      my family will get dengue 

My neighbours will not get dengue      My neighbours will get dengue 
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Perceived barriers  

During the coming rainy season I will not check for mosquito 
breeding sites and eliminate them if necessary because… 

     

1 2 3 4 5 
I do not know how to check for breeding sites…………………………………………………….      

I do not like to eliminate breeding sites……………………………………………………….……..      

Neighbours do not do it either, so it makes no sense for me to do it……………….…      

I never have mosquitoes in my house or yard………………………………………………………      

There are many other breeding sites the government does nothing about………….      

I cannot get rid of my garbage/debris/rubbish at another place than in my yard…      

I live near a mondi/dam where more mosquitoes come from than from my yard.      

Someone else from my family will do it already……………………………………………………      

I do not have the physical ability to check my yard every week…………………………..      

I’m only at home when it is dark and I cannot see the breeding sites then………….      

Self-efficacy 

Checking my house and yard for mosquito breeding sites every week and if necessary 
eliminating them during the coming rainy season….  

 1 2 3 4 5  

is absolutely impossible for me      is absolutely possible for me 

Is not manageable for me, even if 
I want to      

is doable for me, if I want to 

 

 
Attitudes towards behaviour 

Checking for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminating them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, for me is… 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Unnecessary      Necessary 

Tedious      Fun 

Bad      Good 

Stressful      Relaxing 

Harmful      Beneficial 

Worthless      Valuable 

 

 

 

Perceived barriers  

During the coming rainy season I will not check for mosquito 
breeding sites and eliminate them if necessary because… 

     

1 2 3 4 5 
I do not know how to check for breeding sites…………………………………………………….      

I do not like to eliminate breeding sites……………………………………………………….……..      

Neighbours do not do it either, so it makes no sense for me to do it……………….…      

I never have mosquitoes in my house or yard………………………………………………………      

There are many other breeding sites the government does nothing about………….      

I cannot get rid of my garbage/debris/rubbish at another place than in my yard…      

I live near a mondi/dam where more mosquitoes come from than from my yard.      

Someone else from my family will do it already……………………………………………………      

I do not have the physical ability to check my yard every week…………………………..      

I’m only at home when it is dark and I cannot see the breeding sites then………….      

Self-efficacy 

Checking my house and yard for mosquito breeding sites every week and if necessary 
eliminating them during the coming rainy season….  

 1 2 3 4 5  

is absolutely impossible for me      is absolutely possible for me 

Is not manageable for me, even if 
I want to      

is doable for me, if I want to 
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Attitudes towards behaviour 

Checking for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminating them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, for me is… 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Unnecessary      Necessary 

Tedious      Fun 

Bad      Good 

Stressful      Relaxing 

Harmful      Beneficial 

Worthless      Valuable 

 

 

 

Whether I will check for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminate them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

is not dependent on what other 
people think of it      

Depends on what other people 
think of it 

Subjective norms 

My weekly checking for mosquito breeding sites and eliminating them from my house 
and yard during the coming rainy season will be …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Disapproved of by people who are 
important to me       Approved  by people who are 

important to me  

Advised against by people whose 
opinion I value      

Advised  by people whose opinion 
I value  

Discouraged by my neighbours      Encouraged by my neighbours 

Not be expected from me      Expected from me 

Not be stimulated by the 
government      Stimulated by the government  

Checking house and yard for mosquito breeding sites every week and if necessary 
eliminating them during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Is never done by people whose 
opinion is important to me       is always done by people whose 

opinion is important to me 

Is never done by people who are 
important to me       

is always done by people who are 
important to me 

Is never done by my neighbours      
is always done by my 
neighbours 

 

 

 

Whether I will check for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminate them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

is not dependent on what other 
people think of it      

Depends on what other people 
think of it 

Subjective norms 

My weekly checking for mosquito breeding sites and eliminating them from my house 
and yard during the coming rainy season will be …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Disapproved of by people who are 
important to me       Approved  by people who are 

important to me  

Advised against by people whose 
opinion I value      

Advised  by people whose opinion 
I value  

Discouraged by my neighbours      Encouraged by my neighbours 

Not be expected from me      Expected from me 

Not be stimulated by the 
government      Stimulated by the government  

Checking house and yard for mosquito breeding sites every week and if necessary 
eliminating them during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Is never done by people whose 
opinion is important to me       is always done by people whose 

opinion is important to me 

Is never done by people who are 
important to me       

is always done by people who are 
important to me 

Is never done by my neighbours      
is always done by my 
neighbours 
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Whether I will check for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminate them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

is not dependent on what other 
people think of it      

Depends on what other people 
think of it 

Subjective norms 

My weekly checking for mosquito breeding sites and eliminating them from my house 
and yard during the coming rainy season will be …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Disapproved of by people who are 
important to me       Approved  by people who are 

important to me  

Advised against by people whose 
opinion I value      

Advised  by people whose opinion 
I value  

Discouraged by my neighbours      Encouraged by my neighbours 

Not be expected from me      Expected from me 

Not be stimulated by the 
government      Stimulated by the government  

Checking house and yard for mosquito breeding sites every week and if necessary 
eliminating them during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Is never done by people whose 
opinion is important to me       is always done by people whose 

opinion is important to me 

Is never done by people who are 
important to me       

is always done by people who are 
important to me 

Is never done by my neighbours      
is always done by my 
neighbours 

 

 

Perceived behavioural control (recode: 1=5; 2=4; 3=3; 4=2; 5=1) 

Whether I will check for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminate them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

is not dependent on help from 
other people       

is dependent on help from 
other people 

Satisfaction on governmental mosquito breedingsite control 

The government does enough to prevent and eliminate breeding sites 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Do not agree at all       Fully agree 

 

 

Perceived behavioural control (recode: 1=5; 2=4; 3=3; 4=2; 5=1) 

Whether I will check for mosquito breeding sites and if necessary eliminate them 
from my house and yard during the coming rainy season, …. 

 1 2 3 4 5  

is not dependent on help from 
other people       

is dependent on help from 
other people 

Satisfaction on governmental mosquito breedingsite control 

The government does enough to prevent and eliminate breeding sites 

 1 2 3 4 5  

Do not agree at all       Fully agree 
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Chapter 7, S2 Text. In-depth interview guide.
Interview guide – in-depth interviews QoL Chikungunya 

This interview guide was designed and used in Dutch and Papiamentu, and upon publication of the 
study translated to English. This is a summarized version of the original interview guide. Only the 
parts that were relevant for this study were translated and presented. 
 
Introduction 
This concerned a repetition of the purposes of this study, the interview procedures, ethical 
considerations and the rights of the interviewer. After this, the participant had an additional chance 
to ask questions. 
 
Background information 
Sex, place of residence, living situation (with whom?), education, employment, country of origin 
participant’s parents, country of origin of participant, religion. 
 

A. Opening questions 
1. When is somebody ill? 

Probe: severity, symptoms, daily life limitations 
 

2. What should somebody do when he/she has a fever? 
Probe: wait (how long?), treat at home (with what?), doctor, traditional treatment 
 

3. Could you describe the most common diseases in Curaçao? 
Probe: short-lasting diseases, long-lasting diseases, dengue, chikungunya 
 

B. Knowledge about chikungunya  
1. Via which sources/where have you heard about chikungunya? 

Probe: mass media (television, newspaper, internet), government, family/friend/acquaintances, 
medical centres 
 

2. How does a person get chikungunya? 
Probe: mosquito, air, being near to a chikungunya patient, water 
2b. How did you get chikungunya? 
 

3. Can someone protect him/herself against chikungunya? How? 
Probe: Deet, Aloe, long-sleeved clothes, van/air conditioning 
3b. How do you protect yourself? 
3c. How did you protect yourself (before getting chikungunya) against chikungunya? 
 

4. What are the symptoms of chikungunya? 
Probe: Fever, joint pain, skin diseases, hair loss, muscle aches 
 

C. Risk perception 
1. What put you at risk for getting chikungunya? 

Probe: places, activities, role of preventive measures 
 
The next question concerns the time before you got chikungunya. I would like to ask you to remember 
as good as possible your situation at that time. 
 

2. Had you expected to get chikungunya? Why/ why not? 
 

D. Attitudes and choices during chikungunya infection 
The following questions concern the disease course of your chikungunya infection. When answering 
these questions, try to remember as good as possible what choices you made at the time of disease. 
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Interview guide – in-depth interviews QoL Chikungunya 

This interview guide was designed and used in Dutch and Papiamentu, and upon publication of the 
study translated to English. This is a summarized version of the original interview guide. Only the 
parts that were relevant for this study were translated and presented. 
 
Introduction 
This concerned a repetition of the purposes of this study, the interview procedures, ethical 
considerations and the rights of the interviewer. After this, the participant had an additional chance 
to ask questions. 
 
Background information 
Sex, place of residence, living situation (with whom?), education, employment, country of origin 
participant’s parents, country of origin of participant, religion. 
 

A. Opening questions 
1. When is somebody ill? 

Probe: severity, symptoms, daily life limitations 
 

2. What should somebody do when he/she has a fever? 
Probe: wait (how long?), treat at home (with what?), doctor, traditional treatment 
 

3. Could you describe the most common diseases in Curaçao? 
Probe: short-lasting diseases, long-lasting diseases, dengue, chikungunya 
 

B. Knowledge about chikungunya  
1. Via which sources/where have you heard about chikungunya? 

Probe: mass media (television, newspaper, internet), government, family/friend/acquaintances, 
medical centres 
 

2. How does a person get chikungunya? 
Probe: mosquito, air, being near to a chikungunya patient, water 
2b. How did you get chikungunya? 
 

3. Can someone protect him/herself against chikungunya? How? 
Probe: Deet, Aloe, long-sleeved clothes, van/air conditioning 
3b. How do you protect yourself? 
3c. How did you protect yourself (before getting chikungunya) against chikungunya? 
 

4. What are the symptoms of chikungunya? 
Probe: Fever, joint pain, skin diseases, hair loss, muscle aches 
 

C. Risk perception 
1. What put you at risk for getting chikungunya? 

Probe: places, activities, role of preventive measures 
 
The next question concerns the time before you got chikungunya. I would like to ask you to remember 
as good as possible your situation at that time. 
 

2. Had you expected to get chikungunya? Why/ why not? 
 

D. Attitudes and choices during chikungunya infection 
The following questions concern the disease course of your chikungunya infection. When answering 
these questions, try to remember as good as possible what choices you made at the time of disease. 

Interview guide – in-depth interviews QoL Chikungunya 

It could be possible that at this time, you would have done something else. Therefore, you will get 
the opportunity at the end of the interview to reflect on this. But now, I would like to know why you 
made certain choices at the time you had chikungunya. 
 

1. How long ago started the symptoms of chikungunya? 
 

2. What were your first thoughts about the cause of the symptoms? Why? 
Probe: dengue 
 

3. What made you realize that you had chikungunya?  
Probe: fever, symptoms 
 

4. What was the first thing you did when you knew you were ill? Why? 
Probe: reason for this behaviour, desired effect, how long and when, evaluation (did it work?) 
 

5. What was the next thing what you did? Why? 
Probe: reason for this behaviour, desired effect, how long and when, evaluation (did it work?), next 
action 
 

6. What medication did you use? 
Probe: why (+inducement), recommendation (by whom?), when, how much 
 

7. Could you describe what symptoms you had and how long they lasted? 
 

8. Which caregivers did you consult? 
Probe: general practitioner, hospital, traditional healer, why (+inducement), when, evaluation (did it 
work?) 
 

E. Barriers in health seeking behaviour 
1. Did you face difficulties to obtain the care you desired? If yes: Which? 

Probe:  Fast diagnosis, access to- and availability of care, quality of care, costs, daily life duties 
 

F. Impact of the chikungunya infection 
1. How severe is chikungunya? Why? 

Probe: lethal, hospital-admission, doctor visit, social/economic consequences 
 

2.  What impact has the chikungunya infection had on you? 
Probe: physical, emotional, financial, social (family/friends) 
 

3. Do you experience the consequences of chikungunya disease, at this moment? What 
consequences/how? 

Probe: physical, emotional, financial (work), social 
 

4. How severe is a dengue infection? Why? 
Probe: Compared to chikungunya. 
 

G. Evaluation of disease course and health seeking behaviour 
1. Looking back to what you did when you had chikungunya: would you have done something 

different if you got chikungunya now? 
Probe: go earlier to the doctor, don’t go to the doctor, wait longer, medication, rest 
 

2. What would you advise to people with chikungunya (what should they do?)? 
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Interview guide – in-depth interviews QoL Chikungunya 

It could be possible that at this time, you would have done something else. Therefore, you will get 
the opportunity at the end of the interview to reflect on this. But now, I would like to know why you 
made certain choices at the time you had chikungunya. 
 

1. How long ago started the symptoms of chikungunya? 
 

2. What were your first thoughts about the cause of the symptoms? Why? 
Probe: dengue 
 

3. What made you realize that you had chikungunya?  
Probe: fever, symptoms 
 

4. What was the first thing you did when you knew you were ill? Why? 
Probe: reason for this behaviour, desired effect, how long and when, evaluation (did it work?) 
 

5. What was the next thing what you did? Why? 
Probe: reason for this behaviour, desired effect, how long and when, evaluation (did it work?), next 
action 
 

6. What medication did you use? 
Probe: why (+inducement), recommendation (by whom?), when, how much 
 

7. Could you describe what symptoms you had and how long they lasted? 
 

8. Which caregivers did you consult? 
Probe: general practitioner, hospital, traditional healer, why (+inducement), when, evaluation (did it 
work?) 
 

E. Barriers in health seeking behaviour 
1. Did you face difficulties to obtain the care you desired? If yes: Which? 

Probe:  Fast diagnosis, access to- and availability of care, quality of care, costs, daily life duties 
 

F. Impact of the chikungunya infection 
1. How severe is chikungunya? Why? 

Probe: lethal, hospital-admission, doctor visit, social/economic consequences 
 

2.  What impact has the chikungunya infection had on you? 
Probe: physical, emotional, financial, social (family/friends) 
 

3. Do you experience the consequences of chikungunya disease, at this moment? What 
consequences/how? 

Probe: physical, emotional, financial (work), social 
 

4. How severe is a dengue infection? Why? 
Probe: Compared to chikungunya. 
 

G. Evaluation of disease course and health seeking behaviour 
1. Looking back to what you did when you had chikungunya: would you have done something 

different if you got chikungunya now? 
Probe: go earlier to the doctor, don’t go to the doctor, wait longer, medication, rest 
 

2. What would you advise to people with chikungunya (what should they do?)? 
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Probe: treatment at home, doctor, medicines, herbs 
 

3. In your opinion, what could the government do to help people with a chikungunya infection?  
Probe: Health seeking behaviour themes. 
 

H. Would you like to say anything else? 
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Focus group guide – Focus group discussions QoL Chikungunya 
 

This interview guide was designed and used in Dutch and Papiamentu, and upon publication of the 
study translated to English. This is a summarized version of the original interview guide. Only the 
parts that were relevant for this study were translated and presented. 
 
Introduction 
This concerned a repetition of the purposes of this study, the interview procedures, ethical 
considerations and the rights of the interviewer. After this, participants had an additional chance to 
ask questions. Then, participants shortly introduced themselves. 
 
Opening questions 
- Could you describe the health problems in Curaçao? 
- What is your opinion about the quality of the health care in Curaçao? 
 
Topic 1 Knowledge about chikungunya 

1. Where do people obtain information from about chikungunya?  
Probe: what kind of information? 

2. What do you know about chikungunya? 
Probe: cause of disease: mosquito, symptoms: acute & long-lasting, protection against 
chikungunya 

 
Topic 2 Health seeking behaviour of chikungunya 

3. Who can get chikungunya? What puts people at risk for getting chikungunya?  
Probe: Men/women, places, activities 

4. How do people on Curaçao protect themselves against chikungunya? 
Probe: DEET, long-sleeved clothes, removal of mosquito breeding sites 

5. What do people on Curaçao do when they get chikungunya? Why? 
Probe: treat chikungunya at home (with herbs), medication, doctor (where), traditional 
healer. 

6. Some people said that they use(d)/tried many different medicines for chikungunya. What do 
you think about that? 

7. Some people visited a doctor more than 10 times for chikungunya, what are reasons for this? 
What is your opinion about this? 
Probe: People are desperate? 

 
Topic 3 The impact of chikungunya 

8. What are the physical consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: short term, long term 

9. What are the social consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: contact with family/friends, performance of normal daily life activities 

10. What is the emotional impact of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: depression, temperamental/moodiness 

11. What financial costs does a chikungunya patient have? 
Probe: medication, costs of treatment, loss of income, short and long term costs 

12. What is the impact on the family/friends who care for the chikungunya patients? 
13. Do people die because of chikungunya? 
14. One of the participants told: ‘Chikungunya can stay for two years in your system, so you must 

be strong during this time (/have a good immune system), because chikungunya strikes when 
you are weak, on your weak spots.’  
What is your opinion about this? 

 

Topic 4 Recommendations towards policy of chikungunya 
15. What can be done to improve the help/care of chikungunya patients? 

Chapter 7, S3 Text. Focus group guide.
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This interview guide was designed and used in Dutch and Papiamentu, and upon publication of the 
study translated to English. This is a summarized version of the original interview guide. Only the 
parts that were relevant for this study were translated and presented. 
 
Introduction 
This concerned a repetition of the purposes of this study, the interview procedures, ethical 
considerations and the rights of the interviewer. After this, participants had an additional chance to 
ask questions. Then, participants shortly introduced themselves. 
 
Opening questions 
- Could you describe the health problems in Curaçao? 
- What is your opinion about the quality of the health care in Curaçao? 
 
Topic 1 Knowledge about chikungunya 

1. Where do people obtain information from about chikungunya?  
Probe: what kind of information? 

2. What do you know about chikungunya? 
Probe: cause of disease: mosquito, symptoms: acute & long-lasting, protection against 
chikungunya 

 
Topic 2 Health seeking behaviour of chikungunya 

3. Who can get chikungunya? What puts people at risk for getting chikungunya?  
Probe: Men/women, places, activities 

4. How do people on Curaçao protect themselves against chikungunya? 
Probe: DEET, long-sleeved clothes, removal of mosquito breeding sites 

5. What do people on Curaçao do when they get chikungunya? Why? 
Probe: treat chikungunya at home (with herbs), medication, doctor (where), traditional 
healer. 

6. Some people said that they use(d)/tried many different medicines for chikungunya. What do 
you think about that? 

7. Some people visited a doctor more than 10 times for chikungunya, what are reasons for this? 
What is your opinion about this? 
Probe: People are desperate? 

 
Topic 3 The impact of chikungunya 

8. What are the physical consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: short term, long term 

9. What are the social consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: contact with family/friends, performance of normal daily life activities 

10. What is the emotional impact of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: depression, temperamental/moodiness 

11. What financial costs does a chikungunya patient have? 
Probe: medication, costs of treatment, loss of income, short and long term costs 

12. What is the impact on the family/friends who care for the chikungunya patients? 
13. Do people die because of chikungunya? 
14. One of the participants told: ‘Chikungunya can stay for two years in your system, so you must 

be strong during this time (/have a good immune system), because chikungunya strikes when 
you are weak, on your weak spots.’  
What is your opinion about this? 

 

Topic 4 Recommendations towards policy of chikungunya 
15. What can be done to improve the help/care of chikungunya patients? 
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This interview guide was designed and used in Dutch and Papiamentu, and upon publication of the 
study translated to English. This is a summarized version of the original interview guide. Only the 
parts that were relevant for this study were translated and presented. 
 
Introduction 
This concerned a repetition of the purposes of this study, the interview procedures, ethical 
considerations and the rights of the interviewer. After this, participants had an additional chance to 
ask questions. Then, participants shortly introduced themselves. 
 
Opening questions 
- Could you describe the health problems in Curaçao? 
- What is your opinion about the quality of the health care in Curaçao? 
 
Topic 1 Knowledge about chikungunya 

1. Where do people obtain information from about chikungunya?  
Probe: what kind of information? 

2. What do you know about chikungunya? 
Probe: cause of disease: mosquito, symptoms: acute & long-lasting, protection against 
chikungunya 

 
Topic 2 Health seeking behaviour of chikungunya 

3. Who can get chikungunya? What puts people at risk for getting chikungunya?  
Probe: Men/women, places, activities 

4. How do people on Curaçao protect themselves against chikungunya? 
Probe: DEET, long-sleeved clothes, removal of mosquito breeding sites 

5. What do people on Curaçao do when they get chikungunya? Why? 
Probe: treat chikungunya at home (with herbs), medication, doctor (where), traditional 
healer. 

6. Some people said that they use(d)/tried many different medicines for chikungunya. What do 
you think about that? 

7. Some people visited a doctor more than 10 times for chikungunya, what are reasons for this? 
What is your opinion about this? 
Probe: People are desperate? 

 
Topic 3 The impact of chikungunya 

8. What are the physical consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: short term, long term 

9. What are the social consequences of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: contact with family/friends, performance of normal daily life activities 

10. What is the emotional impact of a chikungunya infection? 
Probe: depression, temperamental/moodiness 

11. What financial costs does a chikungunya patient have? 
Probe: medication, costs of treatment, loss of income, short and long term costs 

12. What is the impact on the family/friends who care for the chikungunya patients? 
13. Do people die because of chikungunya? 
14. One of the participants told: ‘Chikungunya can stay for two years in your system, so you must 

be strong during this time (/have a good immune system), because chikungunya strikes when 
you are weak, on your weak spots.’  
What is your opinion about this? 

 

Topic 4 Recommendations towards policy of chikungunya 
15. What can be done to improve the help/care of chikungunya patients? 
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Probe: Aid of patients with long-lasting complaints, role of government, role of doctors. 
 

Conclusion 
Do you have further comments on, or additions to this discussion? 
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11. What financial costs does a chikungunya patient have?
Probe: medication, costs of treatment, loss of income, short and long term costs

12. What is the impact on the family/friends who care for the chikungunya patients?
13. Do people die because of chikungunya?
14. One of the participants told: ‘Chikungunya can stay for two years in your system, so you must 

be strong during this time (/have a good immune system), because chikungunya strikes when 
you are weak, on your weak spots.’ 
What is your opinion about this?

Topic 4 Recommendations towards policy of chikungunya
15. What can be done to improve the help/care of chikungunya patients?

Probe: Aid of patients with long-lasting complaints, role of government, role of doctors.

Conclusion
Do you have further comments on, or additions to this discussion?
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