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allowing me to join your lab at the University of Twente as a guest researcher for two days
a week for several months. I really enjoyed our discussions and I am glad to see that we
managed to combine our interests into a pretty exciting paper. I also want to thank all the
group members at IMS to make me feel at home. A special thank you for Karin van den
Nieuwenhuijzen and Marion Bollaan for providing me with everything I needed during
my stay.

During my PhD project I had the chance to be the daily supervisor of several talented
(under)graduate students. Romel, Annemarie, Vidushi and Irene, thank you for joining
my project. It was a great pleasure to work with all of you and as you can read in this
thesis, some very fruitful results came form your efforts. I wish you all the best in your
future career!

I want to thank some former group members: Aisha, Guowei, Arnoud, Jeroen, Justin,
Mai and Geert. I am going to miss ‘three o’clock - tea o’clock’, but we might meet again

182



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

in the future. For now I wish you all the best for your careers. Also a special thanks to
Alex for introducing me into the world of organic-inorganic hybrid compounds during my
short research project.

I want to thank our current group members, Yingfen, Silang, Liany, Joshua, Sanne,
Ewout, Silvia, Hong, Jin, Jacob, Henriet, Henk, Anil, Lily, Laaya, Qikai, Mart, Mónica,
Saeedeh, Cynthia, Koen, Vivi, Ruben, Rick, Jolle, Vincent, Eric, Nick, Jelte, Mohammad,
Paven and Yuqin. You all made me feel at home. Over the past years, I had a great time:
sharing ideas, lunch, dinner and drinks, BBQing, bowling, paintball (it still hurts when
I think about it), go-karting (still my favorite!), sailing, conoeing, conferences and the
group meetings. Keep up the good work!

I specifically want to thank Jacob and Henriet. Jacob, it is not easy to summarize,
but thank you for everything. You are always willing to help, and it does not matter if
your help is requested with a synthesis, measurement, broken equipment or anything that
comes to mind. Thank you for listening and being one of the most solid people in the
group. Henriet, thank you for organizing everything and keeping track of things that need
to be done. Also thank you for listening to my future plans and your kindness.

Professor Nohedra, dear Beatriz, even though I never directly worked with you, you
were always willing to help and to cheer me on. We talked a lot about my future plans
and the art of writing a research proposal and I want to thank you for your input. It was
impossible to leave your office without a smile on my face, so thank you for that.

There are several people within the institute I want to thank for making my time in
Groningen the best. I want to thank Professor Dijkhuizen for being my mentor during my
PhD. I also want to thank, Mustapha, Sampson, Gerrit-Jan, Yanxi, Alessio, Nilesh, Paul,
Jamo, Kumar, Ping, Crystal and Arjan for their kindness and nice conversations. Wytse,
thank you for chatting, coffee breaks and helping me with impossible tex questions.

Ik wil graag mijn familie bedanken. Allereerst mijn broers, Chris-Jan en Martin,
bedankt voor jullie betrokkenheid, interesse en natuurlijk jullie grapjes over ‘het
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