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Propositions 

Belonging to the thesis:  

“Breast cancer screening in women at elevated risk - Comparative evaluation of 

screening modalities to inform practice” 

1. For BRCA mutation carriers, MRI and mammography screening should be offered 

also to women aged 50 and older, not only to women younger than 50 . – This thesis 

2. The contribution of mammography to MRI screening is evident in women with a 

BRCA2 mutation while it is relatively limited in women with a BRCA1 mutation – This 

thesis 

3. Adding an additional test in breast cancer screening might increase sensitivity, but 

will always decrease specificity.– This thesis 

4. In women aged 60+, screening for breast cancer in women with a BRCA2 mutation is 

less costly and more beneficial than for women with a BRCA1 mutation. – This thesis 

5. For women with dense breasts digital breast tomosynthesis outperforms 2D-

mammography in terms of improved cancer detection rates and reduced recall rates. – 

This thesis  

6. One cannot determine an optimal screening strategy without proper knowledge of 

breast cancer incidence and tumour doubling time.– This thesis 

7. In contrast with conventional analyses using aggregate data from publications, 

individual patient-data meta-analysis permits straightforward categorization of 

individuals for subgroup analysis defined by single or multiple factors. – L.A. Stewart and 

J.F. Tierney 

8. Knowledge is not power until it is applied. – Dale Carnegie 

9. The real miracle is to walk neither on water nor in thin air, but to walk on earth. – 

Thich Nhat Hanh 


