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1. Recrystallization is an underestimated purification method. 

Chapter 8 

2. Claiming that the substrate scope of the reaction was investigated while 18/20 substrates for 

homodimerization were reported a year before by the same group using the same method, 

without properly referring to this data, diminishes scientific relevance and raises questions about 

scientific integrity. 

J. Org. Chem. 2013, 78, 12090−12105 

Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2012, 51, 7804 –7808 

3. Extensive formatting of positive results for subgroup presentations is a waste of time, money and 

energy. 

4. Chemical optogenetics is poor man’s photopharmacology. 

5. We believe to be saving time by multitasking, however, the opposite (especially for media 

multitasking) has been scientifically proven. 

Proc. Nat. Ac. Sci., 2009, 106, 15583-15587 

6. Efficient photocleavage in a 70:30 mixture of acetonitrile:water can be called aqueous uncaging. 

However, speculating about biomedical applications implies that the uncaging conditions are 

biologically/biomedically relevant, which they are not.  

Org. Lett. 2018, 20, 1716−1719 

7. Photopharmacology should include the application of both photoswitches and photocleavable 

groups because they all have the same mission; controlling biological function with small 

molecules that respond to light.  

This thesis 

8. Quantum yield determination is not as useful in photopharmacology as people like to believe. 

This thesis 

9. For a synthetic organic chemist, it is sometimes wise to step back, search the literature and 

redesign your molecule, instead of wasting too much time, achieving the synthesis of a molecule 

which is beautiful, yet insoluble at biologically relevant conditions. 

Chapter 9 

10. Vogel’s Textbook of Practical Organic Chemistry, even though heavily outdated, is one of the 

most useful synthetic organic chemistry textbooks available. 

11. Dutch people are considered to be ‘direct’ by foreign coworkers, Groningers are considered to be 

‘direct’ by Dutch people. 


