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I was born in Miami, Florida and eventually found my way to Colorado for middle 
school and high school. I did my undergraduate studies at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins, CO, where I completed my B.S in Biochemistry with minors in Molecular 
Biology and Chemistry. During this time, I worked for three years in the laboratory of 
Dr. Karolin Luger, where I applied biophysical approaches to study the histone chape-
rones involved in nucleosome assembly and disassembly. I also worked during this time 
as an editor for the Journal of Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Excellence. In my 
final year at university, I was a member of the iGEM team representing CSU, which was 
my first exposure to yeast and synthetic biology. My research experience, combined with 
my desire to explore the world outside of my own country, motivated me to take a PhD 
position in the Membrane Enzymology group at the University of Groningen.
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