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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift

Triggering pneumococcal competence
Memoirs of an escape artist

Door Jelle Slager

1. Automated genome annotations should be treated with a healthy 
dose of skepticism. (Chapter 2, this thesis)

2. Bacterial genomes are not nearly as efficiently packed as commonly 
assumed. (Chapter 2, this thesis)

3. Correlating gene expression patterns constitutes a powerful 
hypothesis-generating technique. (Chapter 3, this thesis)

4. Gene enrichment analysis in bacteria is substantially confounded 
by the presence of polycistronic operons. (Chapter 4, this thesis)

5. Clinical relevance of antibiotic-induced competence does not 
imply evolutionary relevance of competence activation during 
stress. (Chapters 4, 5 and 6, this thesis)

6. Replication-associated copy number fluctuations provide bacteria 
with a versatile tool for gene expression regulation. (Chapter 5, 
this thesis)

7. Quorum sensing is a detection system that can be shaped through 
evolution to probe DNA replication state, local cell density, or 
countless other parameters. (Chapters 5 and 6, this thesis)

8. Training in programming and statistics in life science education 
is highly inadequate, leading to time loss or, worse, bad science. 
(Not this thesis)

9. Due diligence is crucial for the progress of science, but potentially 
detrimental to the career of individual scientists.

10. Prejudice is a human strength, using it to form opinions a 
weakness.

11. One who is satisfied by John Stuart Mill’s claim (in Utilitarianism) 
that “it is better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied” 
is a fool.

12. Same sex marriage is not a gay privilege, it’s equal rights. Privilege 
would be something like gay people not paying taxes. Like churches 
don’t. (Ricky Gervais)


