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Prologue 
 
 
 
 “I saved Earth from hell. Next, I’ll help her towards utopia,” says Adrian Veidt 

to his fellow watchmen. Then he asks Dr Manhattan whether he has done right. “It all 

worked out in the end,” says Veidt. “In the end?” replies Manhattan “Nothing ends, 

Adrian. Nothing ever ends.”1  

 In 1947, members of the Science and Security Board of the Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists created a symbolic clock representing humanity’s proximity to a nuclear 

holocaust. The closeness of such a disaster was symbolised by minutes to midnight. 

Since then the Board has evaluated world affairs and changed the clock accordingly. 

At the height of the Cold War, following the Able Archer crisis in 1983 as the 

conditions escalated significantly, it was three minutes to twelve.2  

 With this in the background, a graphic novel called Watchmen was published 

which was set in alternative 1980s. As a part of its main plot, it plays with the idea of 

an extra-terrestrial attack on planet Earth which, according to novel’s antagonist 

Adrian Veidt, also known as Ozymandias, would unite humanity and therefore end all 

conflict. A perpetual peace based on prudence against a common enemy of 

humankind. The excerpt above is from the novel’s conclusion and it is one of the very 

first images and ideas that come to my mind when thinking about international politics. 

It is a very naïve solution to many complex relations that are manifested in the world’s 

social, political, and economic condition, however, unity against a common adversary 

has been a part of national histories for centuries if not millennia. Yet, this has also 

been one of the causes of war. Before the space aliens, there were human aliens and 

they were and are the ‘others’. 

                                                
1 Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, Watchmen (New York: Warner Books, 1987), 12/27. 
2 Able Archer 83 refers to a near escalation of the Cold War in Europe. Able Archer was a NATO exercise based 
on a nuclear war scenario which for the first time also included Heads of Governments (Thatcher, Kohl, and 
Reagan). It came so close to reality that the Soviets interpreted it as the preparations of an attack, so they 
prepared to answer it. The crisis ended when Able Archer stopped at 11 November 1983. 



5B_BW PS Sezal_stand.job

 

10 
 

 It was around the same time I bought Watchmen that I also got my copy of the 

newly published Security Studies: An Introduction, a textbook edited by Paul D. Williams, 

from the university bookstore in Aberystwyth while I was a masters student. Little did 

I know that these two books would affect my future academic endeavours deeply. 
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