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I wish to acknowledge the services of the Lifelines Cohort Study, the contributing 

research centers delivering data to Lifelines, and all the study participants. Lifelines is a 

multi-disciplinary prospective population-based cohort study examining in a unique three-

generation design the health and health-related behaviors of 167,729 persons living in the 

North East region of The Netherlands. It employs a broad range of investigative procedures 

in assessing the biomedical, socio-demographic, behavioral, physical and psychological 

factors which contribute to the health and disease of the general population, with a special 

focus on multi-morbidity. In addition, the Lifelines project comprises a number of cross-

sectional sub-studies which investigate specific age-related conditions. These include 

investigations into metabolic and hormonal diseases, including obesity, cardiovascular and 

renal diseases, pulmonary diseases and allergy, cognitive function and depression, and 

musculoskeletal conditions. 

The Lifelines Cohort Study, and generation and management of GWAS genotype data 

for the Lifelines Cohort Study is supported by the Netherlands Organization of Scientific 

Research NWO (grant 175.010.2007.006), the Economic Structure Enhancing Fund (FES) 

of the Dutch government, the Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Ministry of Education, 

Culture and Science, the Ministry for Health, Welfare and Sports, the Northern Netherlands 

Collaboration of Provinces (SNN), the Province of Groningen, University Medical Center 

Groningen, the University of Groningen, Dutch Kidney Foundation and Dutch Diabetes 

Research Foundation. 

In addition, in chapter 5 of this thesis I make use of data of the LISS (Longitudinal 

Internet Studies for the Social sciences) panel administered by CentERdata (Tilburg 

University, The Netherlands). It consists of 4500 households, comprising 7000 individuals 

and is based on a true probability sample of households drawn from the population 



Acknowledgments regarding data 

Page | 108 

register by Statistics Netherlands. The LISS panel has been in full operation since October 

2007, and all data are made available through the LISS data archive. 

This thesis was supported by Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research 

(NWO) grant Nr. 022.005.020.
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