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Summary 

East Asia has experienced long-standing territorial and maritime conflicts. Due to the 

existence of numerous maritime States, we have witnessed trilateral or quadrilateral 

overlaps where the presence of third States in maritime disputes emerges. So as to 

address the rights and interests of third States in a multistate-disputed maritime zone, 

one can observe that different approaches are adopted against the background of 

international law and international relations. The main research question of the study is 

divided into two parts. First, what are the legal dilemmas in East Asian regional 

maritime dispute settlement when the rights and interests of third States have to be 

taken into account? Second, given the fact that legal means cannot sufficiently deal with 

the presence of third States, to what extent can regime theory in international relations 

assist States involved in East Asian maritime conflicts in dealing with the rights and 

interests of third States? The five substantial chapters in the present work provide a road 

map for resolving the main research question and other sub-questions. Chapter 2 

concludes that in light of international case law, the test regarding the Monetary Gold 

principle is persistently adopted but rarely successfully applied. Notably, the Tribunal 

does not comply with this principle in the SCS Arbitration and has produced negative 

impacts on third States in the SCS. Chapter 3 concludes that in terms of international 

case law, international law is inadequate to fully protect and safeguard the rights and 

interests of third States, particularly in maritime boundary delimitation. To address such 

underlying legal dilemmas, chapter 4 argues that because of the emphasis on the rules, 

norms, principles, and decision-making process, as well as a convergence on common 

interests, regime theory becomes more pragmatic and inclusive for addressing rights 

and interests that are commonly shared by involved States in a multistate-disputed zone. 

Since each model in the mainstream international relations theories focuses on one 

variable and fails to cover all elements of regime, the multivariate maritime regime 

should be set up to handle the maritime rights and interests of relevant stakeholders that 

are commonly shared in the same disputed maritime zone. Chapter 5 sets out some 

hypothetical delimitation proposals in the NEA maritime disputed zones and points out 

some legal dilemmas which cannot be quickly settled in the short term. Thus, the thesis 

suggests applying the multivariate regime theory to deal with commonly shared 

maritime interests concerning fishery management and marine environment protection 

in the three contested zones in NEA. Chapter 6 specifies the legal dilemmas created by 

the SCS Arbitration ruling, given the MA was compiled by China and the Philippines 

and followed by other third States in the SCS. It proposes the application of multivariate 

regime theory as a milder way in which third States can be involved and how their 

rights and interests concerning fishery management and marine environment protection 

are shared with others in the SCS multistate contested zones. To sum up, the 
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establishment of a multivariate maritime regime helps disputing States develop 

transboundary marine cooperation. It also serves to promote current regime settings in 

NEA and the SCS, in order to deal with shared regional concerns.   
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