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Propositions associated with the thesis  

 

“Terrorism and the Good Life. A Virtue Ethical Approach to Moral and Political 

Questions of Terrorism and Counterterrorism” 

By Noreen Josefa van Elk  

 

1. The definition of terrorism and its moral assessment are intertwined: definitional 

problems impede comprehensive moral evaluation of terrorism (this thesis). 

 

2. The “taboo” on reflecting on moral questions of terrorism obstructs a comprehensive 

understanding of terrorism’s (moral) nature (this thesis). 

 

3. The disagreement on the moral nature of terrorism has far-reaching consequences for 

the moral assessment and conceptualization of counterterrorism action (this thesis). 

 

4. Terrorism constitutes a moral challenge in a twofold way: the occurrence of terrorism 

goes along with manifold moral questions and simultaneously challenges moral 

philosophy in a more profound way from the bottom-up (this thesis). 

 

5. An ethics of terrorism and counterterrorism should not be limited to the discussion of 

singular moral questions, but instead also requires meta-ethical reflection on the most 

suitable framework for dealing with those questions (this thesis). 

 

6. Prevalent and common ethical theories are not the best equipped for tackling the 

complex moral problem of terrorism and counterterrorism (this thesis). 

 

7. “The resources of most modern moral philosophy are not well adjusted to the modern 

world” (Bernhard Williams).  

 

8. Virtue ethics show that people are moved by much more than questions of “rightness” 

or “duty” when making moral decisions (this thesis). 

 

9. If human flourishing is an interest of every human being, preserving and protecting the 

ability to live a good life should be the main interest of a political community (this 

thesis). 

 

10. “A political conception of justice must presuppose some answer to the moral 

questions it purports to bracket, at least where grave moral questions are concerned. 

In such cases as these, the priority of the right over the good cannot be sustained” 

(Michael J. Sandel). 

 

 
 


