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me many stories from your favorite science fiction during our dinners, which might
have inspired you to be such a passionate astrophysicist. I was also amazed by your
enthusiasm about games, the story behind it and most impressively the game demo
you made. Good luck finding a right place to creat your story and game. Shan-Shan,
I am happy to know you: I can share a lot feelings of Changsha girls living in the
Netherlands with you. I enjoy listening to your Changsha dialect, which I am only
able to understand but not really speak. It was my pleasure to be the witness of your
and Jan’s wedding ceremony. I enjoyed both the wedding banquet in Changsha and
the party in Schijndel. Your dad made an amazing Changsha noodle as breakfast.
What a luxury! Big congrats with deliverying Louise into this world just after Patrick
and I visited you! I am looking forward to see her soon! Kriti, you often bring out the
best in me as a person. We had so much to talk about on every conference we met,
because of similar experiences and struggles. Thank you for always pointing things
out in the most clear and gentle way. Our trip to Montreux and Vevey after the GRC
conference was lovely and the view was astonishing. I am happy to see you find new
balance in life. You are my conference buddy and also my PhD and life buddy. I am
looking forward to visit our trip to India or China with or without special reasons.



All the best to you and Sander! Fros, I lost a backpack, but I gained you as a friend.
It was a wonderful experience for me having your Dutch courses. Maybe we share
quite something of our characters. I can easily relate to you. I like your attitude
towards life, appreciating the small things or accidental events. Thanks for all your
patience and enthusiasm for listening to my stories. I wrote ”meeting Fros” in my
calendar book for every Thursday instead of ”Dutch course”. Thanks for the lovely
dinners at your lovely place together with Frans. Beate, I enjoyed the time we spent
in Bonn and Amsterdam. I remember the nice view of the autumn leaves on the way
when we drove back from Luxembourg to Bonn together with Patrick and Jan. I felt
so cozy in Bonn surronded by your book collection and the music of Bill Evans. Tjitte
and Cilia, you are like family to me. Cilia, I enjoyed all your visits, big hugs and the
nice Christmas I spent in Sneek. Tjitte, thanks for being my company in Groningen
for a long time, for having a lot of fun and standing in the dark with me.

Papa and Mama, thanks for raising me by teaching me to be sincere and honest.
Later when I left home and started living by myself in Groningen, I realized that this
might be the magic magnet for me to get to know the people I feel so comfortable
with. Together with them, I had colorful and splendid experiences. I am happy to
have grown up inside the peaceful campus of the Central South University, together



with you, grandpas and grandmas. This peacefulness has made me feel safe and
supported and provided the driving force for me to make ”impulsive” decisions and
to go on adventures. Maybe due to the diffcult experiences you had when you were
growing up, you provided me with comfort, attention and love. But of course every
coin has its flip side: I had very little experience in dealing with cold, loneliness,
confrontation and in getting by without confirmation, which made me struggle a lot
when I had to deal with ”uncomfortable” feelings by myself: I started by fighting
against it, which left me afraid of it, until I learned to accept it and live with it. Fei-
Fei, you are a member of our family since you were a little puppy ten years ago from
Grandmother’s place. Thanks for bringing us so many joy and being the companion
of Papa and Mama while I am studying aboard. Having you was such a coincidence.
But I guess life was composed of many coincidental events such as meeting and
leaving, which I would like to embrace. We will always miss you girl. Last but not
least, special thanks to Grandpa who always patiently told me stories when I was
a little girl. You spoiled me so much and I always craved more and more stories.
This became the starting point of my interest in people and their stories. This has
been such a treasure, to expand my outlook by getting to know people and talking
to them.

Finally, I want to give my thanks to my two paranymphs, with whom I felt so
comfortable and content: Nathalie, I am happy I got to know you during our Lindy-
hop lesson, which is so much different from the classical Chinese dancing I practiced.
Enjoying the swinging and spinning together every Monday evening became one of
my most relaxing routines: I love the freedom it brings us and the magic it has to
make us live at the moment. Embrace it! I feel lucky for your pupils that they have
such a super juf! I got touched by the innocence of your kids at the Queen’s show
you made. Enjoy the innocence as long as it lasts. What a treasure!

Patrick, thanks for being such a good buddy to share my life experience. I cher-
ish all the moments we giggled or struggled. We did so many mental gymnastics,
kitchen experiments and made so many trouvailles. Thanks for all your patience,
curiosity and love. It was great fun and you are shining to me! I want to share a
quote we saw and liked at a museum in Luxembourg, which is a caption of a series
of X-ray photos of two people kissing: ”Being together, learning oneself ”. And let’s
experience the journey.

Jing Liu
Amsterdam

August 29, 2019
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