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xix

GENERAL REMARK ON FINENESS OF SILVER

In this study the term ‘silver’ is used to denote ‘pure silver’ = ‘fine silver’. Alongside
fine silver we find in the documents ‘sterling silver’ (fineness 0.92502), or 15lotiges
Silber (fineness 15/16 = 0.93753) or argent-le-roi (fineness 0.95834), or various lower
degrees of fineness, sometimes defined. But it should be noted that medieval terminol-
ogy is not always very clear concerning the fineness of silver. Pure silver could techni-
cally hardly be achieved. The expression fijn gebranden suluer (‘fine purified silver’)
for instance appears to mean 15/16th pure silver.

GENERAL REMARK ON THE ACCURACY OF WEIGHT
QUOTATIONS

In this study weights are given in grams (g). As a rule the weights of money are rounded
to 1 decimal place because more decimals may suggest a degree of accuracy which is
unrealistic. However, if more accurate figures are known (or assumed) and are to be
multiplied, the rounded result may differ from the result of the multiplication of the
figure as rounded to 1 decimal.

GENERAL REMARK ON TEXT QUOTATIONS

Except where otherwise stated all quotations which are not originally in English, have
been translated.

2 Brooke, English Coins, 107: 11 oz. 2 dwt. fine (= 0.925).
3 Spufford, Money, 219.
4 Ibidem, 323.
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