
108

III-7. Published pottery

Pottery is one of the most important artefacts in archaeological research. This is due to
two contradictory characteristics: its fragility, or perhaps one should say ‘breakability’,
as opposed to its indestructiveness.  It is the availability and the cheapness of the clay
from which it is produced, that accounts for its presence on archaeological sites from the
Pottery Neolithic period onwards.
Pottery has been used and abused by scholars to identify periods of occupation, as well
as cultural and even ethnic groups, ever since Flinders Petrie started the science of
pottery typology. Pottery typology can be a very useful tool to date sites, provided that
one is aware of the element of circular reasoning involved. It can also be useful to
identify contacts with other cultural groups, but never the actual bodily presence of
these groups, or even the nature of the contact, whether direct or indirect. The use of
statistics for pottery sherds can sometimes throw light on the nature and function of a
certain society by identifying the frequency of functional pottery groups. However, the
reliability of any statement about any site based on the pottery is only as good as the
researcher who has made the statement. Therefore it is vital to publish the pottery of a
site as fully as possible, together with the results. The pottery discussed below is  limited
to published materials. To this description of the pottery repertoires of the different sites
have been added illustrations of the pottery discussed.

Franken (1969, 1992) has made a technological typology of the pottery. The greatest
advantage of such a typology is the higher measure of objectivity that pertains in the
description: no matter who makes a typology of a certain collection, the result will
always be the same. This means that typologies of different sites can be compared easily
and without bias. The greatest disadvantage of Franken's typology is that it has not been
followed on other sites. According to Franken it was not possible to compare his
classification with existing typologies from other sites, and therefore this was not done
(Dornemann 1983:41). On the other hand, it is perfectly possible to compare the pottery
of other sites with that of Deir 'Alla, even if Franken's standard of objectivity cannot be
reached.
This chapter contains a discussion of the morphotypology of the pottery from the sites
that have been described in Ch. I-3 in order to try and find regional correlations. It
should be borne in mind that the results have value only within their context: the
function and location of the site where they were found. The value of the results is
further limited by the fact that the typology is based on drawings, not on the original
material. This means that the results have to be used to corroborate conclusions that
have been reached by independent methods.

Plains of  Moab and Ammon

Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh.
Some of the pottery found at Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh (Olàvarri 1983, fig. 6) can be
dated to the end of the Late Bronze Age, such as two carinated, white-slipped bowls (fig.
7-1:1, 2). The rim of a white-slipped jug may have been of the Late Bronze II biconical
type (fig. 7-1:3). Several kraters have been published with inverted, T-shaped rims (fig.
7-1:4) of the type found in the transitional period and the Early Iron Age, for example at
Deir 'Alla Late Bronze Phases E and F and at Tell 'Umeiri. A rounded bowl is related to
the Manasseh bowl from the beginning of the Early Iron Age. Among the pottery was a
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possible collared rim jar, although the ‘collar’ was missing. It has a flaring, thick rim and
a short neck, which is typical for the earlier type of collared rim jar (Herr forthcoming).
Bartlett (1973, 231) has dated most of the pottery to the end of the Early Iron Age, but
much of the published material seems to fit perfectly into a Late Bronze – Early Iron
Age context. The cooking pots (fig. 7-1:5, 6) are typical for the region.

Fig. 7-1. Published pottery from Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh.

Balu'a
According to Crowfoot (1934), the excavator of Balu'a, most of the pottery from the
casemate wall could be dated to the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages. None of the
pottery published by him can however unequivocally be dated to the Late Bronze or
Early Iron Age (Crowfoot 1934, plate II). Most of the pottery actually seems closer to
the Iron Age II. However, one striking feature that may be dated to the Early Iron Age is
a strong preference for small ledge handles set close to the rim (fig. 7-2). Decorative
ledge handles close to the rim of a vessel do appear elsewhere, for example in Deir 'Alla
Iron Age Phase B. They may have been related to those of Balu'a. The Deir 'Alla  ledge
handles closely resemble those from Balu'a (see for example Franken 1969, fig 50), and
they appear on the same kind of large bowl.

Fig. 7-2. Published pottery from Balu'a

Lehun
Little of the pottery from Lehun has been published, but it has been studied by Franken,
who dated it in the Late Bronze – Early Iron Age period. It was produced locally. An
overview of ‘reconstructed’ shapes from the Late Bronze – Early Iron Age can be found
in Homès-Frédericq et al. 1997 fig. 123. According to the excavator the site has “an
assemblage of cooking pots, storage jars, bowls and jugs .... A few painted potsherds
with geometric motifs seem to have been imported during the Late Bronze II and are
comparable to the Mycenaean painted wares.... Other potsherds of the Iron I and II
assemblage belong to a local tradition known as Moabite” (Homès-Frédericq 1989, 355;



TRIBES AND TERRITORIES IN TRANSITION

110

1997, 66), and is comparable to the repertoires of Ara'ir, Balu'a, and Medeinet el-
Mu'arradjeh (fig. 7-3).

Fig. 7-3. Published pottery from Lehun

Ara'ir
The pottery from Ara'ir seems closest to that of Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh (Olàvarri 1965,
fig. 1, 2, 3). White slip was common, but in only one case, a wide open bowl of a type
that is very common in the Baq’ah Valley (Fig. 7-4:1; McGovern 1986, see below), was
it hand-burnished. There was one small, white slipped bowl with S-shaped rim profile,
and a painted decoration (Fig. 7-4:2). Another vessel common in the Early Iron Age was
the deep bowl/krater with sharp carination and T-shaped rim-profile (Fig. 7-4:3, 4).
Dornemann (1983:45) considers the Ara'ir pottery to be closely related to the Deir 'Alla
pottery in Iron Age Phases B and C, but Bartlett (1973, 250 n 18) dates most of it in the
eleventh - ninth century. The typology of the published cooking pot rims spans most of
the Early Iron Age (fig. 7-4:5, 6), but the white slip on many vessels is more typical for
the Late Bronze Age.

Fig. 7-4. Published pottery from Tell Ara'ir

Dhiban.
Dornemann (1983:45 n 3) considers some of the published sherds from Dhiban to be
Early Iron Age. A carinated bowl like the one at Ara'ir (fig. 7-5:1; 7-4:2) was found here,
and a small bowl with S-shaped rim profile (fig. 7-5:2). Some small open bowls have
flaring rims like the ones at 'Umeiri (fig. 7-5:3, 4; fig. 7-9:13, 14). An open bowl
reminiscent of the Manasseh bowl type was found as well (fig. 7-5:6). However, most
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shapes are either clearly Iron Age II, or non-specific. According to Dornemann (1983,
45) they are closest to the later part of the Early Iron Age in Madaba and Irbed. Multi-
handled kraters (fig. 7-5:5) can be found throughout most of the Early Iron Age.

Fig. 7-5. Published pottery from Dhiban

Madaba.
Two burial caves have been excavated in Madaba, both containing a large amount of
pottery. Tomb A (Harding and Isserlin 1953, fig. 12-17) was the oldest, dated to the
transitional Late Bronze – Early Iron Age. The pottery repertoire was largely made up of
bowls, pilgrim’s flasks and lamps. This combination of functional groups can be seen as
a ‘typical’ burial repertoire. Small open bowls had either rounded (fig. 7-6:1-3) or S-
shaped (fig. 7-6:4, 5) rim profiles, and rounded or disc bases. Carinated rim profiles such
as those found at Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh and Ara'ir (fig. 7-1:1 and 7-4:2) were also
found in Madaba tomb A (fig. 7-6:6, 7). According to the excavator most bowls had
‘slip’ but it seems that much of this must have been self slip, or even possibly scum, so
that there is no way of telling whether these bowls were white-slipped, like the ones
further south at Ara'ir and Medeinet el-Mu'arradjeh or the ones at Deir 'Alla . Large open
bowls generally had rounded rims and quite a number of them had decorative ledge
handles like the ones in Balu'a (see above) and Deir 'Alla  Phase B (fig. 7-6:8, 9). Ring
bases were common on these large open bowls. Some deep bowls or kraters were also
found with a sharp carination, very common in the Early Iron Age. They do not seem to
have had the extra outside fold of the rim that was common at Deir 'Alla in the Early
Iron Age. Krater 10, with its high ring base and double carination, is still very close to
the Late Bronze Age shapes.
There was a 'teapot' resembling one at Late Bronze Age Deir 'Alla (fig. 7-6:12; Franken
1992 fig. 5.9:11) but with a straight spout.
A large number of pilgrim’s flasks were found (fig. 7-6:13-15). They differ from those in
Deir 'Alla in the placing of the handles: in Deir 'Alla the top of the handles is set on the
neck; in Madaba the neck comes out of the handles like the stem of a flower. Concentric
circles or spirals of red paint are the most common type of decoration for pilgrim’s
flasks,  as well as circles with straight or diagonal crosses in them. They are also found in
Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phases E and F as well as in the Iron Age (Franken 1992, 55, 99,
100; 1969:178, 206). Lamps are of the common Late Bronze – Early Iron Age types,
with straight or flaring rims and flat or rounded bases (fig. 7-6:16, 17). One bowl,
biconical with a pointed base (fig. 7-6:19), has a counterpart at Lehun (see above).
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Some Mycenaean imports were found, as well as some imitation pyxides and stirrup jars.
On the whole the repertoire seems to be of moderate quality although the lack of
decoration compared to Deir 'Alla is striking. The pottery from tomb A has been dated to
the first half of the twelfth century.

Fig. 7-6. Published pottery from Madaba tomb A

Tomb B (Piccirillo 1975; H.O. Thompson 1986) contained the same functional
repertoire of lamps, open bowls, flasks and jugs. Thompson has dated this tomb to the
later part of the Early Iron Age. Some shapes (fig. 7-7) suggest that there may have been
some overlap with Tomb A. Biconical bowls, especially the one with a long neck (fig. 7-
7:2), occur in Late Bronze – Early Iron Age burial repertoires, such as cave A2 in
Khirbet Umm ed-Dananir, in the Jebel Nuzha tomb, in Sa’idiyeh in the Jordan Valley
and in the northern cemetery at Beth Shean (for these repertoires see descriptions
below). S-shaped (fig. 7-7:3, 4) and rounded bowls (fig. 7-7:5) are common in Late
Bronze – Early Iron Age repertoires. The multi-handled krater (fig. 7-7:6, 7) occurs in
the Early Iron Age (for example Khirbet Raddana, see below), but becomes more
common as the Iron Age progresses. The high chalice (fig. 7-7:8) is first found towards
the end of the Late Bronze Age and has many parallels in the Early Iron Age (Deir 'Alla
from Late Bronze Phase E onwards).

Fig. 7-7. Published pottery from Madaba tomb B
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Hesban
The pottery from Hesban has not been published, with the exception of some
photographs, and one bowl. The renewed excavations have brought more Early Iron Age
pottery to light. So far only one sherd from the Early Iron Age moat (Ch. 3) has been
published: that of  a bowl, which the excavators interpret as a ‘Manasseh bowl’ (fig. 7-8;
LaBianca and Ray 1999, 119)1.

Fig. 7-8. Published bowl from Hesban

Photographs of some pottery have been published by Sauer (1994, 234, 236, 239).
Unfortunately the quality of the photographs is not very good, and only one sherd, the
neck and rim of a pilgrim’s flask, of the type found in Madaba tomb A, can be
recognised. Other pottery has been described by Sauer (1994, 233) and dated to the Late
Bronze - Early Iron Age transition; it is medium-to-poor in quality and has a whitish
surface colour. It included carinated bowls, triangular-rimmed cooking pots and heavy
bowls with thickened rims. Sauer mentions parallels for the Late Bronze - Early Iron
Age transition at Madaba tomb A, Tell el-'Umeiri, Sahab, Sahab tomb, Amman Airport,
Baq’ah valley, Safut, Lehun and Ara'ir (Sauer 1975, 167 n 31; 1994, 233-34).
Unfortunately much of the pottery that he mentions has not been published either, and
we will have to take his word for it.
Sauer also described Early Iron Age pottery (Iron Age IA), and published some
photographs of it. The pottery is “characterised by heavy collar-rimmed store jars,
incurved bowls, and strainer-spouted jugs” (Sauer 1994, 235). Sauer mentions parallels
with most sites in the area that have revealed Early Iron Age pottery, both on the plains
of Amman and to the south. According to Sauer in the Jordan Valley it was only attested
in er-Rashidiyyeh West (site 183, just north of the Wadi Hesban, see Ch. I-4). On the
other hand, it is strikingly similar to some of the pottery from the West Bank, such as
that at Raddana and Ai, Bethel and Taanach. Here again, as very little pottery has been
published, we will have to take Sauer’s word for it.

'Umeiri
The pottery from Late Bronze and Early Iron Age Tell 'Umeiri has been published
extensively in volumes 2 and 3 of the Madaba Plains Project (Herr et al., eds. 1991;
1997). Clearly identifiable storage jars seem to be completely missing in Late Bronze
Age 'Umeiri. Herr notes this as an anomaly since, according to him, storage must have
been an important function of the site because of its relative isolation in the period. Some
of the rims identified as jugs may actually have been small jars. Jugs (possibly small
jars) have been found in quantity, with line painting and occasional brown or grey slip

                                           
1 P.J. Ray’s publication “Tell Hesban and Vicinity in the Iron Age” in the series of Hesban publications
by Andrews University unfortunately came too late to be included in this study.
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(fig. 7-9:1, 2). Flaring rims are a common feature of this type, with parallels in most
major centres both east and west, such as the Baq’ah valley, Amman Airport, Deir 'Alla ,
Pella, Beth Shean, Gezer etc (Herr 1997, 234). Open bowls have mostly rounded or
straight rims, such as the ones found in the Baq’ah valley (fig. 7-9:3, 4; see below). Two
open bowls have been found with carination (fig. 7-9:5). According to Herr all open
bowls had a light coloured slip, ‘pinkish white’ according to the individual descriptions.
Many of the shallow bowls also had a light streaky slip inside and outside, which is
reminiscent of the Late Bronze Phases E-H repertoire at Deir 'Alla . Deep bowls and
kraters were absent, with one possible exception, which has a rather square rim of a type
also found in Deir 'Alla  Phase E (fig. 7-9:6; Franken 1992, 141 fig 125-128).
The cooking pots show a wide range of flaring and triangular rims, largely conforming
to the general Late Bronze II repertoire. However, there is one type unique for the site,
with a flaring triangular rim, the top of which is pulled up, leaving a ‘hollow’ inside (fig.
7-9:8). London (1999, 87) concludes from this that cooking pot technology developed
separately in Jordan in this period. Herr dates this repertoire to the thirteenth century.
Pottery from the Late Bronze Age I is rare, and Herr suggests (in Herr et al. eds. 1997,
237) that there may have been a hiatus in occupation during Late Bronze Age I. On the
other hand he concludes from the pottery and the activities on the site, which continue
uninterrupted into the Early Iron Age, that ‘the site may have been active during the
thirteenth century’.
Early Iron Age jugs and juglets still had flaring rims and therefore seem closer to Deir
'Alla  Late Bronze Phases E and F than to the Deir 'Alla  Iron Age phases proper (fig. 7-
9:9, 10). Kraters had infolded rims, still without the second fold outward that
characterises the kraters in Early Iron Age Deir 'Alla  (fig. 7-9:11). They are closer
therefore to the kraters in Madaba tomb A, or possibly to the Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze
Phase E kraters (Franken 1992, 142). Several Manasseh bowls were found, but only in
1987 (fig. 7-9:15).
The pottery from the rampart construction phase, that was excavated in 1989, seems to
form the perfect transition repertoire between that of the Late Bronze and that of the
Early Iron Age. The cooking pots have the common triangular rim of the Early Iron Age
(fig. 7-9:12). One open bowl was found here with a ledge handle such as found in at
Balu'a and Madaba tomb A (fig. 7-9:16; fig. 7-2). Several small open bowls were found
with an S-shaped rim, but of a different type than those found in the south: the top part of
the rim was everted. Parallels to this repertoire are mainly to the north and west: the
Jordan Valley and Beth Shean. (fig. 7-9:13, 14).
A large number of collared rim jars have been found in Early Iron Age 'Umeiri. Herr
divides them into two groups, based on the placement of the collar: the ‘low ridge’ and
the ‘wavy’ type (fig. 7-9:17-19). Both types occur simultaneously, and both types seem
to have parallels both east and west of the Jordan on the same sites. This makes it
unlikely that these two types represent different traditions. According to Herr the
collared rim jars from 'Umeiri generally have smaller diameters than those west of the
Jordan. London (1999) has studied manufacture and provenience of the large pithoi, and
comes to the conclusion that they must have been produced locally, if only because of
their size and weight. This and their long lifespan (up to 100 years, according to London
1989) account for local variability. She does not suggest why determining characteristics
such as the ‘collar’ are identical in a very wide area, comprising most of the region east
as well as west of the Jordan, other than following Esse’s suggestion that they were
‘most likely the product of a specific potting tradition...’ (London 1999, 80-86). H.
Weippert (1988, 397) draws attention to the difference between the northern (Galilean)
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and the central highland tradition, which was the type also found in Transjordan. The
‘northern’ type had a higher collar.

Fig. 7-9. Published pottery from Tell 'Umeiri

Sahab
Several tombs were found in the Sahab area before excavations on the tell started.
Photographs of one of these, dated to the Late Bronze – Early Iron Age, have been
published (Dajani 1970, 54-61). There are some parallels to the southern traditions: some
of the jugs / bowls with sharp carination near the base (Dajani 1970, 54:2, 105, 251) are
reminiscent of shapes from Madaba tomb A (fig. 7-6:18) and Lehun. There were several
import or imitation import Mycenaean stirrup jars and pyxides. Biconical jars with long
necks (Dajani 1970, 55:76, 205) have parallels in the Baq'ah valley, as well as in Beth
Shean (see below).
Most of the open bowls had S-shaped or rounded rims, but there were still a few Late
Bronze Age carinated bowls  (Dajani 1970, 60:69, 216). Chalices were wide with
relatively low bases. A large number of pilgrim’s flasks have been found, of different
types. Some flasks had handles springing from the neck like petals, as was common in
Madaba tomb A (fig. 7-6:13-15), but there was also the type with handles attached to the
neck, like the ones in Deir 'Alla , and finally a type of pilgrim’s flask with a cup attached,
parallels for which can be found mainly on the west side of the Jordan in the Early Iron
Age. Decoration was painted, with concentric circles or radiating patterns being the most
common.
There were a large number of lamps, both of Late Bronze and Iron Age shapes.
A few cooking pots were also found, of a common Early Iron Age type, as well as some
deep bowls with carination.

The pottery from the town of Sahab has not been published, except for some collared rim
jars, which were found in  several buildings in the town of Sahab. Some had seal
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impressions on the rim or the handles, showing Syrian and Assyrian influence (fig. 7-
10c; Ibrahim 1978, 1983, 1987:78). These collared rim jars are very different from the
ones found in 'Umeiri (Ibrahim 1978). Ibrahim describes the jars as 110 to 115 cm high
with a very short neck and a folded thickened rim which is sometimes ribbed (fig. 7-
10a). The collar has been applied using a separate roll of clay (although some of the
photographs (fig. 7-10b) clearly show that in some cases at least the ‘collar’ was an
extension of the outer fold, as it was in 'Umeiri, see fig. 7-9:17).  Grooves on the angle
between shoulder and body show that the jar was made in two parts. Handles are
halfway on the body. These jars are larger than the ones in 'Umeiri. Another difference is
that the Sahab jars have vertical rims, sometimes even slightly inverted, whereas the
'Umeiri jars have everted rims. It seems likely therefore that, apart from coming from
two different production centres, the ones in Sahab are also later than those from 'Umeiri
(see also H. Weippert 1988, 397).
The most striking feature of the Sahab jars are the stamps in the rim (fig. 7-10c).
Comparable seal stamp impressions have been found in Shiloh (see below, and
Finkelstein 1988:278 ff). Seal impressions on jars are rare in the Early Iron Age as
compared to the later Iron Age (London in Herr et al. 1991b:405). They may have been
potter's marks, or possibly owner's marks.
The time that collared rim jars were considered a hallmark of the presence of early
Israelites is well past. The find in Sahab, together with later finds of collared rim jars in
Deir 'Alla (Franken 1969, 1992), Mazar, 'Amman citadel (unpublished), Hajjar, Khirbet
el-Hedamus (unpubl.) and other places has rendered this theory untenable. Ibrahim
points out that the technology for these jars, as well as their size and function (storage of
food and liquids; also Finkelstein 1988:282-282), stem from an old tradition, at least
from the Middle - Late Bronze Ages. According to Ibrahim the jars were probably made
near Sahab itself.

Fig. 7-10. Published collared rim jars from Sahab

Amman Airport Building
Kafafi has published the local pottery from the 1976 excavation (Kafafi in Herr 1983a).
Most of this pottery was found outside the building (Herr 1983a:20). It consisted mainly
of open bowls, jugs and lamps, with a few kraters, a cooking pot and two possible
pilgrims flasks. This repertoire resembles burial repertoires such as those from Madaba
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and Sahab. According to Hennessy (1985) there were parallels with pottery from the
Madaba tombs (Harding 1958).
Small open bowls have either rounded rims (fig. 7-11:1, 2) or S-shaped rims, of a type
close to that of 'Umeiri, with a flattened-out top (fig. 7-9:13, 14; 7-11:3, 4). This type is
not found in Deir 'Alla. Small bowls in 'Amman have a wider profile than those in Deir
'Alla, where they are more vertical with a clear S-profile or curved-in upper rim. Another
type of profile, S-shaped but with a strong outcurve at the top, occurs both in Deir 'Alla
Iron Age Phases A-D and in the Amman Airport repertoire (fig. 7-11:5 and  below). A
few carinated small open bowls were found.
Most jars have an everted rim, sometimes triangular, sometimes pushed out to
horizontal, and are of a common Late Bronze Age type (fig. 7-11:6, 7). Bases are
generally flaring ring bases, a common Late Bronze Age characteristic. A chalice with a
solid foot is found here, which is also found in Deir 'Alla  and elsewhere in the Valley
(fig. 7-11:8 and below). According to Kafafi most of the pottery was slipped with a
white to pinkish slip, but it is possible that in several cases this was ‘self-slip’, or
possibly even scum. Burnishing was extremely rare, and so was paint. This may be a
local anomaly, or it may signify a later date for the pottery in general. Kafafi dates it in
Late Bronze IIB, but it may well be transitional Late Bronze – Early Iron Age. In general
the repertoire shows more of a link with the Valley than with the highlands to the south.
The imported pottery confirms this. One third of the pottery was imported, and most of
this was Mycenaean. The imported pottery has been analysed by Hankey (1974). In the
fill under the first floor there was Mycenaean IIA - IIIB pottery. On the paved floor
stood complete Mycenaean IIIA - IIIB and Simple Style pots. The repertoire of imported
pottery included many containers of some kind: two medium sized storage jars, and large
numbers of piriform jars, pictorial kraters, alabastra, stirrup jars, and pilgrim’s flasks.
There were also cups and open vessels. Still, Hankey expresses surprise at the large
amount of imported pottery on this relatively small site far from the sea. Apart from that,
she concludes that there is precious little Cypriot pottery. Usually it is the other way
round: much Cypriot, little Mycenaean, especially on sites with much Mycenaean IIIA2
- IIIB.

fig. 7-11. Published local pottery from the Amman Airport Building.

Jebel Nuzha
The Jebel Nuzha pottery has been published by Dajani (1966), mainly in photographs,
and has been discussed by Dornemann (1983, 31 ff and fig. 20-31). Dajani dated the
earliest use of the tomb in the early thirteenth century, but Dornemann rejects this early
dating because of the complete absence of imported pottery. At the same time
Dornemann finds it difficult to ascribe the repertoire to a clear Iron Age context,
admitting that the earlier shapes are closer to Late Bronze Age repertoires (Dornemann
1983, 32). He therefore prefers to compare it to the Deir 'Alla  latest Late Bronze Age
phases, which are dated to the twelfth century, but which had not yet been published in
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1983. Several shapes are reminiscent of the Late Bronze Age repertoires elsewhere.
Lamps with inverted, rounded rims are common (fig. 7-12:1, 2), and so are biconical jars
and flaring ring bases (fig. 7-12:3-5). These features have already disappeared from the
Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E repertoire and so, if we follow Dornemann’s reasoning,
the Jebel Nuzha repertoire should be earlier. The biconical jars may be an imitation of
Cypriot bilbils, and this shape is encountered in Beth Shean (see below), in Sahab and in
the Baq'ah valley repertoire, where they are found in a Late Bronze Age tomb. Open
bowls generally have either inverted or S-shaped rims (fig. 7-12:6-9), and, even if there
was no genuine import, there were at least two imitation pyxides (Dajani 1966 plate XI-
XVI). Decoration of the open bowls consisted of concentric rings, also very common in
Cave B3 in the Baq'ah valley (fig. 7-12:9; 7-13:1, 4). Dornemann compares the open
bowls with concentric rings and the biconical jars to parallels from the Hama cremation
cemetery (Dornemann 1983:32, see also Riis 1948, 46-93, esp. fig. 122-125). These
parallels are less close than one would like them to be, however.
All in all the repertoire seems remarkably close to that of the Baq'ah valley Cave B3,
although carinated bowls are missing in Jebel Nuzha, and Cave B3 has no pilgrim’s
flasks. Parallels for the Jebel Nuzha pilgrim’s flasks (fig. 7-12:10-13) are found mainly
in Early Iron Age repertoires. The Madaba tomb has revealed many flasks, but they
differ from the Jebel Nuzha ones in the position of the handles. The decoration usually
consists of a combination of concentric and radiating lines, but at the same time shows a
remarkable freedom of motifs. The absence of imported pottery in Jebel Nuzha may
have many reasons, and cannot be used as a conclusive argument in dating the tomb,
which should be dated slightly later than Baq'ah tomb B3, but earlier than Baq'ah tomb
A4. The repertoire is not particularly close to that of Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E,
even though a chalice was found with a straight solid foot, with parallels in the Jordan
Valley.

fig. 7-12. Published pottery from Jebel Nuzha.

Safut
No pottery from the Late Bronze or Early Iron Age layers at Safut has been published so
far. However, the excavator has reported a mudbrick installation that may have been a
kiln for the production of collared rim jars. Many collared rim jar fragments were found
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surrounding it. The kiln was dated to the Early Iron Age (Wimmer in Homès-Frédericq
and Hennessy 1989, 514).

Baq'ah valley.

Fig. 7-13. Published pottery from caves B3(1-12) and A4 (13-19) at Khirbet Umm ed-
Dananir.

The Late Bronze Age repertoire from the Baq'ah valley comes almost exclusively from
burial cave B3. It does not differ significantly from other burial repertoires in this period
or generally from other Late Bronze II sites. The main feature of the Late Bronze II
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pottery in the research area is its homogeneity. When compared to the pottery from Deir
'Alla , the repertoire comes closest to Late Bronze Phase D in most shapes. Open bowls
have an inverted rim, sometimes with an everted top, and a flat base (fig. 7-13:1-3) or a
high flaring ring base (fig. 7-13:4). Many bowls are white-slipped with a bichrome
decoration of concentric circles. This bichrome decoration is rare, and the only other
place in the region where it has been found is Beth Shean, on the other side of the Jordan
(see below). A chalice with a solid foot was found in cave B3 (fig. 7-13:5). Chalices
resemble those in Deir 'Alla Late Bronze, but are generally smaller (fig. 7-13:6).
The jar repertoire has some specific features. There was a type of jar rim with an extra
ridge (which was not caused by folding the rim, but looked more like a 'double
carination'). The ‘imitation bilbil’ (Dajani 1970), with flaring ring base, biconical body
and a smooth transition to a long neck (fig. 7-13:9, 10), occurs also in Beth Shean tomb
27 (see below), and has been found in Sahab and in the Jebel Nuzha tomb (see above,
fig. 7-12:4). A large number of lamps was found in the burial cave. Both Late Bronze
Age shapes, with inverted rims, and Early Iron Age shapes, with flaring rims, occur (fig.
7-13:11, 12).
Early Iron Age open bowls generally have the same shape as the Late Bronze Age ones
but they are not decorated (fig. 7-13:13-15). They conform to the general repertoire on
most sites, having either an S-profile or an inverted upper rim. Bases are flat or have a
scraped ring. The bowls of the chalices have a profile resembling that of the later Iron
Age types, with everted rim, but the foot is not profiled (fig. 7-13:16). Kraters have a T-
shaped rim profile (fig. 7-13:17), sometimes with the extra ridge (fig. 7-13:18) that is
typical of the Early Iron Age. One krater has a flaring rim, and may still be a Late
Bronze Age type. One type of round-bodied jar, with a flaring neck set directly on the
body, is not found in Deir 'Alla, but has parallels in Tell Far'ah (fig. 7-13:19 and below).

In November 1997 I studied the pottery from the Baq'ah  Valley excavations at the
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia (Appendix B). The pottery from Cave A2,
dated to the Late Bronze Age I, contained some S-shaped bowls, besides the common
Late Bronze Age I shapes. The results show that there was a link between this part of the
Amman Plains and the Jordan Valley, even though the repertoire from the burial caves
was limited. The earliest repertoire was relatively close to that of the earlier layers from
Tell el-Hammeh at the western entrance of the Wadi Zerqa. However, the later phases
were closer to the repertoire from Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E. The analysis of the
ware confirms this (Appendix B).

Amman Citadel
A small collection of Late Bronze Age sherds was found on the Amman citadel, one a
sherd of rare Egyptian New Kingdom blue-painted ware, and another a Midianite
(Qurayya) sherd (Dornemann 1983, 22; Kalsbeek and London 1978).

East Jordan Valley

Pella .
The Late Bronze I repertoire from Pella (Smith 1973, McNicoll  et al. 1982) comes close
to that of Deir 'Alla Late Bronze Phases A-D. The Late Bronze II repertoire has clear and
close parallels in the Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phases E and F repertoire. In 1967 a burial
complex was found in the East Cemetery at Pella (Smith et al. 1973), with a ceramic
tube, which has also been found in Deir 'Alla  (fig. 7-14:1; Franken 1992, fig. 5-3). A
cooking pot fragment and a krater fragment clearly date this complex to Late Bronze II,
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slightly earlier than Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E. The tube in Pella had a function in
a funerary deposit; the one in Deir 'Alla  had no clear functional context. Later
excavations have revealed many more of these funerary tubes (Bourke et al. 1998, 198).
The excavations in 1979-85 produced more Late Bronze Age pottery, all clearly from the
end of the Late Bronze Age. Cooking pots have flaring triangular rims or folded rims
with a ridge (fig. 7-14:2, 3) of the type that is typical for Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phases
E and F, and which is only found in Deir 'Alla  and on a few other sites in the Jordan
Valley (see below, discussion). Open bowls have rounded, carinated or S-shaped rims
(fig. 7-14:4-6).

fig. 7-14: Published pottery from Pella

A curiously shaped chalice rim (fig. 7-14:7) seems to have a constructional and/or
functional relationship with a chalice from Deir 'Alla  (Franken 1992, 4-9.23), although
in Pella the shape is more pronounced. Decoration is generally rare, and consists mainly
of cream slip, sometimes heavily applied, and linear or geometric motifs. A handle has
been found painted with a 'palm tree' motif, a common Late Bronze and Early Iron Age
feature. The chalices in the eastern cemetery have a shape that is typical for the Early
Iron Age in the region, with a carination in the bowl as well as in the foot. It is found in
Deir 'Alla too, but the chalices in Deir 'Alla are primarily characterised by their
variability.
The Early Iron Age layers show a continuity from the Late Bronze Age: cooking pots
with flaring triangular rims, bowls with rounded or S-shaped rims continue to be part of
the repertoire. Kraters have either T-shaped or everted, flattened rims (fig. 7-14:12) and
are a continuation of the Late Bronze Age types. A new type is the storage jar with
folded and ridged rim, which is a hallmark of the Early Iron Age in the Jordan Valley in
general (fig. 7-14:8, 9). Biconical jars are found in the Early Iron Age layers, of a type
that occurs in Deir 'Alla  in Late Bronze Phases E and F (fig. 7-14:10, 11; Franken 1992,
fig 4-11). The cooking pots vary; most have flaring triangular or vertical ridged rims, the
Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E type. However, inverted, triangular rims now also
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appear. Iron Age pottery in Pella therefore seems basically a continuation of the Late
Bronze Age repertoire, with the introduction of some new shapes, notably the storage
jar. Decoration diminishes slightly in the Early Iron Age.

Excavations in Sahem, north of Irbed have revealed a tomb with Late Bronze – Early
Iron Age pottery. It lies outside the scope of this study, but some parallels with the
pottery from the area of study are striking. The chalice with carinated and ridged rim that
was found in Pella (fig. 7-14:7) has parallels here (Fischer 1997, fig 7), and so has the
biconical jar with long neck, that was found in the Plains of Amman, on Sahab, in the
Baq’ah  valley and in Beth Shean, the ‘imitation bilbil’ (fig. 7-12:4; 7-13:9, 10; Fischer
1997, fig 9, 10).

Sa'idiyeh
The fortress on Tell es-Sa'idiyeh was built towards the end of the Late Bronze Age. The
pottery from the cemetery is dated to this period and forms a rather homogeneous
repertoire, containing a strong Egyptian element. The repertoire is atypical in that it
contains a large component of  Cypriot and Mycenaean  pottery, or possibly imitations
(Pritchard is not clear about that), beside much Egyptian pottery.

Fig. 7-15. Published pottery from Tell es-Sa’idiyeh

The local pottery consists largely of storage jars, juglets, pilgrim’s flasks, lamps (fig. 7-
15:1, 2, 9) – both with inverted and with flaring rims, and smaller, biconical jars with a
long curved neck (Fig. 7-15:4, 5). Most open bowls have either straight rims, or curved
ones (fig. 7-15:7, 8, 10). A deep bowl with a folded-out rim can be compared to the
shapes known from Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze Phase E and later (fig. 7-15:6). A type of
dipper juglet, with a rounded body, long straight neck and a button base has been found
in some of the burials in Sa'idiyeh. In Deir 'Alla  Iron Age Phase J (Franken 1969, fig 70)
a group of these dippers was found, together with a high-shouldered jar that has also
been found in the Sa'idiyeh cemetery. This type is also known from Irbed tombs
(Dornemann 1983, 36 and fig. 26). They can be dated to the later part of the Early Iron
Age, which points to a continued use of the cemetery after the end of the Late Bronze
Age. An iron knife was found together with these juglets.
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The region west of the Jordan

Beth Shean (Yadin and Geva 1986, James 1966).
Pottery from the Late Bronze Age levels VIII and VII has been published by McGovern
(James and McGovern 1993). These levels belong to a time when Beth Shean was an
Egyptian garrison city. Still the local pottery conforms largely to the general Late Bronze
Age repertoire that has also been found on the east side of the Jordan.

fig. 7-16. Published pottery from Late Bronze Age Beth Shean

Late Bronze Age open bowls usually have rounded rims (fig. 7-16:1). One large group
of open bowls had a straight or slightly flaring rim, and red paint on the top of the rim
(fig. 7-16:2, 3) .Open bowls with a high, flaring ring base and concentric (bichrome)
decoration occur occasionally (fig. 7-16:4). This type has also been found in a burial
cave in the Baq'ah  valley. Bichrome decoration in general is common in Level VIII, rare
in Level VII. Lamps have inverted rims, kraters have straight inverted rims with a T-
shaped profile (fig. 7-16:5). Cooking pots have flaring rims with a triangular profile (fig.
7-16:6). Two collared rim jars were found (fig. 7-16:7).
In Level VII open bowls are generally rounded, sometimes  carinated or with a
horizontal flaring rim (fig. 7-16:8), but the S-shaped profile is rare. Cooking pots have
everted, folded out rims, with an extra ridge, comparable to the Deir 'Alla  Late Bronze
Phase E cooking pots (fig. 7-16:9, 10). Kraters often have flaring rims and a carination
creating a horizontal frieze which is generally decorated, either with geometric motifs, or
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plant and animal figures (fig. 7-16:11). Kraters with inverted T-shaped rim, sometimes
with an extra ridge outside, are already found (fig. 7-16:13). Many storage jars were
found in level VII, of the usual type, with an egg-shaped body, short neck and two
handles about halfway or a little higher on the body. The chalice with a pronounced T-
shaped rim that was found in Pella and Deir 'Alla is encountered here as well (fig. 7-
16:12). Biconical jars with flaring rim occur regularly in Beth Shean level VII (fig. 7-
16:14). The biconical jars with long, flaring neck, that were found in the Baq'ah  and
Sahab, were found in Beth Shean mainly in the Northern Cemetery (fig. 7-16:15, 16).
The general context of these tombs dates them earlier in the Late Bronze Age than the
pottery from Levels VIII and VII, but some were found in level VIII as well.
In Level VI a storage jar with monochrome decoration of the neck resembles the
bichrome storage jars from Deir 'Alla (fig. 7-17:1). Often jars in Beth Shean have an
everted rim, with more variation than the ones in Deir 'Alla, which usually have a
straight rim with triangular profile (Franken 1969:168:2b). Deep bowls are more
common in level VI than in the earlier levels. They have a sharp carination and a folded-
out rim (fig. 7-17:2). One deep bowl has a decoration of red-painted half-circles that has
parallels at Deir 'Alla  (fig. 7-17:3; Franken 1969, fig. 52-4). Open bowls with straight
rims and red paint on the top of the rim are also found in Level VI (fig. 7-17:4). S-shaped
rims begin to occur in this level, but they are not common (fig. 7-17:5, 6).
One very common shape, especially in the domestic areas, is the ‘spinning bowl’, an
open bowl with two loop handles inside on the bottom, possibly used for spinning wool
(fig. 7-17:7). Beer jars and jars with a hole in the base are also relatively common.

fig. 7-17. Published pottery from Early Iron Age Beth Shean

Dipper juglets, either with rounded or pointed bases, and pilgrim’s  flasks are also
common. The lamps in Beth Shean have been cut off the stem, without further visible
modification. By comparison lamps at Deir 'Alla have a scraped base.
Decoration motifs do not differ significantly from those on the east side of the Jordan. A
krater in Beth Shean has been painted with the ibex-palm tree motif, which has related
motifs in Deir 'Alla Late Bronze Phase E (fig. 7-17:8; Franken 1992 fig. 5.7:25; 5.14:19;
7.2:17a; 7.6:13a; 7.15:8), but not in the early Iron Age. Occasional decorative ledge
handles occur in level VI (fig. 7-17:9). Beth Shean Stratum VI on the other hand had no
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goblets, no large open bowls with funnel-shaped foot, and no bird vessels, shapes that
were found on Deir 'Alla. No Manasseh bowls have been found in Beth Shean.

Dothan
Some of the pottery from Tomb I has been published by Cooley and Pratico (1994, 173-
190) Five levels have been discerned, which mainly show the continuity of the pottery
types (also Kletter 2002,32).

Fig. 7-18. Published pottery from Tomb 1 at Tell Dothan

Biconical jars with the rim set directly on the body were found in every level, the only
difference being that the rim becomes gradually more vertical and the outward fold more
pronounced (fig. 7-18:1-2). Lamps have a flaring rim from the earliest levels onwards
and no change over time is discernible (fig. 7-18:7). Krater-mugs, small krater-like
shapes with one handle, have a double carination that is also found on the multi-handled
kraters (fig. 7-18:3-4). Krater-mugs are only found in the earlier levels, whereas multi-
handled kraters seem to become more common in the later levels. Decoration, especially
of the biconical jars, seems to increase over time, but as the excavators warn, the pottery
plates are not representative of the pottery statistics. Chalices occur in all levels with
only the foot of the chalices undergoing a pronounced change, from a clearly
pronounced foot-rim to a rounded, straight edge (fig. 7-18:5-6). No ware analysis or
analysis of surface treatment has been attempted in this preliminary report. The
excavators have dated the tomb from Late Bronze Age IIA to Early Iron Age I.

Bull Site (Mazar 1982)

fig. 7-19. Published pottery from the Bull Site.

Little pottery was found on the Bull site. There was one Manasseh bowl (fig. 7-19:1) and
another bowl with rounded rim (fig. 7-19:2). Two cooking pots with a slightly everted,
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triangular rim are closer to Late Bronze Age shapes than to Early Iron Age ones (Fig. 7-
19:3). Mazar (1982, 35) seems to prefer a date in the first half of the twelfth century but
the site may easily be earlier.

Mount Ebal
A large number of Manasseh bowls were found on Mount Ebal (fig. 7-20:1, 2). There
were also some small bowls with an S-profile (fig. 7-20:3, 4).

fig. 7-20. Published pottery from Mount Ebal.

Deep bowls with sharp carination and folded-out, rounded rims have been found here
(fig. 7-20:6), but only one proper krater (with a T-shaped or flattened rim) has been
published (fig. 7-20:5), in Phase IB. Cooking pots are of two distinctive types: one Late
Bronze Age type, with flaring, folded, triangular rim (fig. 7-20:7, 8) and a type that is
more common in the Early Iron Age, with a vertical, triangular rim (7-20:9).
A large number of pithoi was found, some of which may have been collared rim jars, and
according to the excavator are so, although on only one was the actual collar preserved
(fig. 7-20:10). The type of jar with a hole-mouth (fig. 7-20:11) is not found in Deir 'Alla,
but according to Zertal has parallels in Taanach. Smaller jars usually had a vertical,
straight or slightly flaring neck, with a triangular rim.
A difference with the Deir 'Alla repertoire is the presence of high, vertical ring bases (fig.
7-20:12) for deep bowls. Painted decoration is either monochrome or bichrome. A
special kind of decoration, possibly a potter's mark, consisted of a combination of holes
and incisions made in the handle before firing (fig. 7-20:13, 14, 15). Many of these have
been found in the Manasseh hill country (Zertal 1987, 146 for an overview of the
different motifs) There were a number of different designs, two of which have been
found in the area of Deir 'Alla  as well: three holes forming a triangle are found on a
handle from Deir 'Alla (Franken 1992, fig 5.15:25), and two holes with a vertical groove
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in between (fig. 7-20:14) have been found on a handle in the survey material from
Kereimeh (Ch. 11). According to the excavator the repertoire from Mount Ebal stratum
IB does not differ from that of stratum II.

Tell Far'ah
De Vaux and Steve (1947a, b) have published pottery from the Late Bronze Age at Tell
Far'ah (north). Open bowls generally had rounded rims (fig. 7-21:1, 2). Wide open bowls
with a high flaring ring base were also found (fig. 7-21:3). One bowl had a painted
decoration of concentric rings (fig. 7-21:4). There was a biconical jar with a long neck of
the type also found in Beth Shean and in the Baq'ah valley (fig. 7-21:5), as well as a
biconical jar with no neck and a flaring rim of the type also found in Deir 'Alla  Late
Bronze (fig. 7-21:6). Cooking pots were of the common Late Bronze Age type, with
flaring rims (fig. 7-21:7). One pithos had a collared rim (fig. 7-21:8).
Early Iron Age pottery has been published most extensively by Chambon (1984). Even
here, few examples from stratum VIIa, the first Early Iron Age phase were published.
One is a multi-handled krater, with a straight inverted rim (Fig. 7-21:9). Jugs are
generally of the rounded variety, with a straight long neck and slightly flaring rim. In
Stratum VIIa descendants of the biconical jar with a long neck still exist as well (fig. 7-
21:10). Only two cooking pots have been published, suggesting a date beyond the very
beginning of the Early Iron Age (fig. 7-21:11, 12). A straight-footed chalice was found,
which occurs both in Deir 'Alla Late Bronze and Early Iron Age (fig. 7-21:13).

fig. 7-21. Published pottery from Tell el-Far’ah (north)

Shechem
The Shechem late Bronze material is still being studied by Boraas and Toombs. No Late
Bronze Age material has been published so far, with the exception of a photograph of a
painted biconical jar with no neck and a flaring rim of the type that was common in Deir
'Alla  Late Bronze II. Early Iron Age published material (Boraas 1986) comes from field
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IX, area 3, Phases XII and XI. The storage jar rims are identical to those found in Deir
'Alla  in the first phases of the Early Iron Age. Open bowls have straight or curved sides
(fig. 7-22:1, 2), and S-shaped rims are found (Fig 7-22:3, 4). Only one example of a
Manasseh bowl has been published (fig. 7-22:5). Deep bowls generally have an everted
rim (fig. 7-22:6), whereas most cooking pots have the traditional Late Bronze II everted,
triangular rim (fig. 7-22:8). Only two pithoi, with vertical, folded out rims seem to be
more at home in the Early Iron Age (fig. 7-22:7, 9). On the whole the repertoire
published by Boraas seems closest to the Late Bronze Age, with perhaps some new
shapes that may point to a later period.

fig. 7-22. Published pottery from Shechem.

Shiloh
The pottery from Shiloh (Khirbet Seilun) has been published fully and extensively by
Finkelstein (1993). He dates the Late Bronze Age pottery to the Late Bronze IA – Late
Bronze IIA periods because the tell was deserted before the end of the Late Bronze Age,
presumably in the first half of the fourteenth century. The Late Bronze Age pottery
comes from one debris layer so stratigraphic distinctions are impossible and the group is
treated as one corpus.
Most of the common Late Bronze Age shapes are found here. Open bowls with rounded
sides and a hollow disc base (fig. 7-23:1); chalices with a low foot (fig. 7-23:2); open
bowls with S-shaped profile (fig. 7-23:3); some of which were decorated with painted
horizontal bands. Cooking pots generally had everted rims,  a few were triangular (fig. 7-
23:4). One biconical-long necked jar was found with the common decoration of vertical
bands of two lines and a wavy line between them (fig. 7-23:5).
The gap between the Late Bronze and Early Iron Age is clear in the pottery repertoire.
Most conspicuous in the Early Iron Age repertoire is the large number of collared rim
jars. Many of these had handles with a punctured decoration like those in Sahab and
Mount Ebal (fig. 7-23:6, 9, 10), and some had rosettes on the outside rim (fig. 7-23:7).
Only a few open bowls were found. They generally had rounded rims; a number of them
were Manasseh bowls (7-23:8, 11). S-shaped rim profiles are entirely missing from the
repertoire. The cooking pots had either vertical or flaring triangular rims, and are dated
by the excavator to the earliest Iron Age period (fig. 7-23:12, 13). One type of krater
occurs here that seems to be unique for the site: a carinated vessel with a vertical or
slightly inverted, ribbed shoulder; the top of the rim is flattened, and slanting inwards.
One of these belonged to the multiple-handled group, indicating that this was a
functional (perhaps ritual) rather than a typological feature (fig. 7-23:14). Very few jars
were found, and none of the type with the folded-out, ridged rim that was the most
common storage jar in Deir 'Alla .
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fig. 7-23. Published pottery from Shiloh

Discussion.
Drawing conclusions from the presence or absence of different vessel shapes on a site is
a dangerous pursuit. Sites are usually only partly excavated and furthermore often only
partly published. The presence or absence of a pottery type can easily be a matter of
chance. Therefore it seems more to the point to look at general repertoires and only draw
conclusions from the presence of larger numbers of certain types of vessel, since these
represent a tendency rather than a coincidence that may easily be discredited by
excavation or publication of another part of the same site.
Cooking pots are generally seen as the ideal vessel for dating purposes since their
repertoire is generally homogeneous (Dever 1995, 205). Every period seems to have its
own ‘type fossil’, with a wide and hardly varying distribution. Apart from that, cooking
pots are made of a distinctive ware so that even small fragments cannot easily be mixed-
up with other kinds of vessels. This fact itself, the special ware of the cooking pot, makes
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it likely that there were certain production centres specializing in the production of
cooking pots (Vilders 1993), which may also account for their homogeneity. Therefore
taking cooking pots as a ‘case study’ for the development of pottery in the transitional
period in general, as Dever (1995) does, is hardly justified. Cooking pots are a special
case, both technologically and in their relevance in society.  From the second half of the
Middle Bronze Age until the end of the Iron Age the basic shape of the cooking pot did
not change: a rounded base with an equally rounded body. There may have been a
difference in technology; from the end of the Late Bronze Age the body was shaped in a
mould, while earlier vessels may have been coiled or made on the wheel (Homès-
Frédericq and Franken 1984, 161). The most conspicuous changes, certainly until the
Early Iron Age, were in the shape of the rim. Later the pot as a whole became
progressively smaller. The end of the Late Bronze Age sees one major type of cooking
pot, one with a flaring, folded-out triangular rim. On most sites west of the Jordan the
flaring triangular rim continues into the Early Iron Age and is sometimes seen as a
hallmark for the earliest Early Iron Age layers: the Bull Site; Mount Ebal; Far’ah;
Shechem; Shiloh. But also in Hesban (according to Sauer), this type continues into the
Early Iron Age. The later types, with vertical, triangular or elongated ridged rims, are
found both east and west of the Jordan again. In the central east Jordan Valley the Late
Bronze flaring rim is followed by a type with a vertical, folded and ridged rim. In Deir
'Alla  this is the exclusive type for the Late Bronze – Early Iron Age transition. In Pella it
occurs in the Late Bronze II layers alongside the more common flaring triangular rim. It
seems therefore that there was a separate workshop for cooking pots, that was active in
the east Jordan Valley in the transition from Late Bronze to Early Iron Age (some sherds
have also been found during the survey of the Deir 'Alla  region, see Ch. IV-13). So far
the only place outside the east Jordan Valley where sherds of this type of cooking pot
have surfaced is Beth Shean Level VII. Why specimens of this type turned up here is not
clear at present, but it suggests a special link between Beth Shean and the East Jordan
Valley. This type developed into what would become one of the two main types of
cooking pot rim in the later stages of the Early Iron Age, both east and west of the
Jordan, but in this early period its distribution seems to be limited to the few sites
mentioned above.
The other pottery groups, both typological and functional, show a much more varied
distribution pattern than the cooking pots. In Late Bronze tombs in the Baq’ah Valley
there has been found a kind of open bowls, with painted concentric circles inside,
sometimes on a white slip. This type also occurs in the Jebel Nuzha tomb to the south
and in Beth Shean on the other side of the Jordan. It often appears together with a type of
biconical jug with a long curved neck. These jugs were also found in the burial caves of
Sahab, in the cemetery of Sa’idiyeh, and some examples have been found in Shiloh and
Tell Far’ah. Perhaps they were part of a specific ritual and/or burial tradition.
Small bowls with an S-shaped profile, starting in the Late Bronze Age and continuing in
the Early Iron Age, appear at most sites, but are conspicuously absent from some sites
such as 'Umeiri and the Amman Airport building, and in the cemetery of Sa'idiyeh in the
Jordan Valley. On the Amman plains a different type of open bowl was common, with a
widely flaring rim. This type was found in 'Umeiri and in the Amman Airport building.
Some examples have also been found in the Jordan Valley, in Deir 'Alla and Pella. In
Shiloh a comparable shape was found in the Late Bronze Age repertoire.
Decorative ledge handles on large open bowls were a common feature in Balu'a, and
they have also been found on other sites. In Deir 'Alla  they were particularly common
only in Iron Age Phase B, and in Madaba Tomb A they were also frequent. Although
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they have been found occasionally on other sites, they seem to have represented a short-
lived, limited practice with roots in the plains of Moab.
Another type that is conspicuous is the collared rim jar. This enormous pithos has for
some time been seen as a hallmark of early Israel. However, the find of large collections
of collared rim jars east of the Jordan has modified this view and it is now largely seen as
a characteristic of a certain lifestyle rather than of an ethnic or cultural group (London
1989). The sheer size and weight of the collared rim jar makes it likely that it was
produced locally (contra Wengrow 1996). This is confirmed by the ware analysis that
has been done on a – very limited – number of jars. Even when empty a jar would weigh
between 30-100 kg. With this in mind the homogeneity of the type on different sites,
sometimes far apart, is remarkable. Even so, there are typological differences: Herr
considers the flaring, folded-out rim and short neck as belonging to the ‘earlier’ type,
which occurs on a number of sites. The two types that Herr distinguishes at 'Umeiri, and
which he considers to be early both belong to this type. The collared rim jars found in
Sahab differ from these early types in that they are larger, have a vertical rim, and often
seal stamps on the rim, or punctured marks on the handles, which are possibly potter’s
marks. This is the type that has been found in Shiloh and on Mount Ebal as well.
Incidental finds of collared rim jars on a number of other sites demonstrate how
widespread the type actually was, and that it was not, in fact,  strictly limited to the hill
country sites. A possibility is that they were made by travelling potters who specialised
in the production of this type of jar on-site.
Another type that has formerly been seen as a hallmark for early Israel is the Manasseh
bowl. It was very common in the Manasseh region in the earliest Iron Age layers. It was
also found in the Jordan Valley, at Pella and Deir 'Alla from Late Bronze Phase D
onwards, and it is found in 'Umeiri in the Early Iron Age layers. No Manasseh bowls
have been found in Beth Shean. It is possible that this tradition originated in the Jordan
Valley, and was taken to the other side of the Jordan in the Early Iron Age, where it
became particularly popular among certain groups.

From this overview of some frequent vessel types it becomes clear that there is a
complicated pattern of relationships, at least where pottery traditions are concerned. In
the case of collared rim jars this may be because producers travelled from site to site to
make their jars. Cooking pots could only be produced where the basic materials were
available, and may have had a wide range of circulation. But other types sometimes
appear simultaneously on sites far apart whereas they are missing on neighbouring sites,
and there are no clear groups of vessel types that appear together. Clear regional pottery
traditions cannot be discerned. On the whole it can be said that Late Bronze Age pottery
traditions continue into the Iron Age, such as the S-shaped bowl, the Manasseh bowl or
the neckless biconical jars, all of which can be found both in Late Bronze Age and in
Early Iron Age contexts, although modified in some cases, and not always on the same
sites, even moving back and forth across the Jordan. Some shapes disappear in the Early
Iron Age, such as the wide open bowls with concentric rings, and the biconical long-
necked jars, or the white slip decoration. Some new shapes appear, such as the folded-
out rims and ridges on larger shapes. This fits in with a picture of moving populations at
the end of the Late Bronze Age: small groups with a mixed cultural background and
moving only relatively short distances. Pastoralists, farmers and craftsmen alike were on
the move, taking their own traditions with them, as well as absorbing others wherever
they settled down.


